
Mahayana Grounds and Paths According to Prasangika-Madhyamaka 
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Path of Meditation 

1st ground 
Very Joyful 

(giving) 

2nd 
Stainless 
(ethics) 

4th

Radiant 
(joyous 
effort) 

5th

Difficult to 
Overcome 
(concen-
tration)  

6th

Manifest-
ing 

(wisdom)

7th 
Gone Afar 
(method)

8th

Immovable 
(prayer) 

9th

Gone 
Beyond 
(power)

10th

Cloud of 
Doctrine 
(exalted 
wisdom) 

Path of 
No More 
Learning 

Great 
compassion 

*Non-dual
awareness 

Mind of 
enlightenment 

- Uninterrupted path 

- Path of release 
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Milestones 

 Inferential realization of emptiness (sharp facultied 
trainees) 

 Uncontrived mind of enlightenment (Bodhisattva) 
 Will never fall to a lower vehicle 
 Union of calm abiding & special insight observing 

emptiness 
 Roots of virtue cannot be severed  
 No more rebirths in lower realms 
 First direct realization of emptiness (Superior) 
 Liberation (Foe Destroyer) 
 Enlightenment (Buddha) 

ORDINARY 
BODHISATTVA 

BODHISATTVA
SUPERIOR 

Acquired  

Innate Obstructions 
abandoned 

Afflictive Obstructions  
(to liberation) 

Knowledge Obstructions  
(to omniscience) 

1ST great countless aeon 2ND  great countless aeon 
3RD great 
countless 

aeon 

Pure grounds 

1

Note: * pertains to sharp facultied trainees 

Afflictive obstructions – conception of inherent existence and its seeds 
Knowledge obstructions – appearance of inherent existence and stains of 
conceiving the two truths as different entities. 

 Source: ILTK - FPMT Masters Program

3rd 
Luminous 
(patience)
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