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The First Chapter
!"#$%
Homage to all the buddhas and bodhisattvas.
1. He who knows the meaning created a composition showing that
meaning with flawless speech and phrasing
Out of natural compassion for suffering beings in order to free them
from suffering.
For beings who follow the way expounded in the Supreme Vehicle,
He revealed the nature of five unexcelled metaphors:
2. The crafting of a piece of gold, the blossoming of a lotus flower,
Eating well-cooked food when starving,
Hearing good news, and opening a chest of jewels—
These illustrate the sublime delights the teachings set forth here will
bring.
3. When those of natural and ornamented beauty behold themselves
Reflected in a glass, it brings them consummate delight.
So too, when the meaning of the Dharma, whose excellent words are
always naturally full of virtues,
Is clarified, it brings the wise the greatest joy.
4. Like medicine that smells foul
Yet tastes quite sweet,
Know that the Dharma also has two aspects—
The meaning and the words.
5. This difficult Dharma, extensive and profound,
Is like a monarch—difficult to please;
Yet if pleased, it likewise will bestow
The riches of sublime qualities.
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6. The purest, priceless jewel will not delight
The eyes of those who cannot see its worth.
This Dharma is the same for those who lack discernment.
But for those who are their opposites, each will bring commensurate
delight.
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Establishing the Great Vehicle as
the Buddha’s Word
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1. The Great Vehicle is shown to be the Buddha’s word
Because nothing adverse was predicted, it appeared at the same time,
It is beyond the scope of intellectuals, it can be proven,
Its existence or nonexistence depends on there being another vehicle,
It is the antidote, and its words mean something different.
2. The vision of the buddhas is direct and clear;
They act to keep the teachings safe;
Their gnosis knows no impediment in terms of time;
So they could never be indifferent.
3. Because it is incomplete and in contradiction,
And is neither the method nor taught in that way,
This vehicle of the listeners
Is not what is known as the Great Vehicle.
4. Because its attitude, teachings,
Application, support, and duration
Conflict and are thus inferior,
It is just that—a lesser vehicle.
5. The Great Vehicle is introduced in its own sūtras,
And is evident in its own Vinaya;
And because it is profound, because it is extensive,
It does not contradict the true nature of things.
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6. Intellectuals are held to be reliant, uncertain,
Not comprehensive, confined to the relative, and wearied,
And they relate to immature beings.
That is why the Great Vehicle is not within their scope.
7. Because it is extensive, because it is deep,
One is matured and nonconceptuality is realized.
For this reason, both aspects are taught in the Great Vehicle,
And it is this that is the means to the unsurpassable.
8. Beings’ groundless fear of the Great Vehicle makes them suffer,
Accumulating a great mass of negative karma over long periods of
time.
With no potential, evil companions, no virtue accumulated from the
past, and an untrained mind,
They are frightened by this Dharma here, and miss the great goal.
9. There is no other vehicle than the Great Vehicle, for it is utterly
profound and it is concordant.
Teaching a variety of things and continuously indicating them
through numerous means,
It does not mean exactly what is said, for the Lord’s intention is
exceedingly profound.
If properly examined by the wise, this Dharma will not give them
cause to fear.
10. The wise begin by listening, and on that basis they reflect;
From proper reflection comes the gnosis whose object is the true
meaning;
From that, the noble path is reached, and thus is wisdom born.
Without their having self-cognizant wisdom at that stage, how would
they ever be convinced?
11. “I do not understand it.” “Such profundities the Buddha cannot
know.”
“Why should the profound be beyond the scope of intellectuals?”
“Why will those who realize the profound meaning be liberated?”
Such thoughts don’t hold as reasons for being afraid.
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12. The fact that those of lowly aspirations, of very base propensity,
Who keep base friends for constant company
Have no interest in this Dharma that perfectly explains
The extensive and profound is proof of its superiority.
13. Adhering to what they have heard, they gain some discernment
And despise anything else they hear.
Ignorant of the rest of these boundless varied subjects,
How could they ever be certain?
14. If one understands the words literally,
One becomes proud and one’s intellect declines.
Rejecting the Excellent Words as a whole,
One will be destroyed, obscured by anger toward the Dharma.
15. Negative states of mind are by nature harmful—
It is wrong to have them even for illogical things,
Let alone for teachings that one doubts.
It’s best, therefore, to be impartial, and thus free of fault.
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Refuge
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1. Because of four particular features by which they are classified—
Universality, commitment, realization, and overpowering
supremacy—
Those who fully take refuge in the Three Jewels with the Supreme
Vehicle in mind
Are known as the greatest among those who have gone for refuge.
2. Why? At first it is difficult to make such a definite commitment,
And practicing over many thousands of kalpas is hard;
Because its accomplishment is of great benefit to beings,
Taking refuge in this Great Vehicle is of the highest value.
3. Those who have set out to liberate all beings,
Whose mastery is all-inclusive with regard to the vehicles and gnosis,
And for whom nirvāṇa is the one taste of saṃsāra and peace—
Such wise persons should be known for their universality.
4. They who, with much joy, strive for supreme enlightenment,
Who perfectly undergo austerities without getting discouraged,
Who will attain buddhahood and be the equal of all the buddhas—
Those wise persons should be known for their supreme commitment.
5. They who are well born as the supreme children of the buddhas
Have the intention, wisdom, merit, and compassion—
The incomparable seed, mother, womb, and nurse.
Those wise persons should be known for their supreme commitment.
6. Their bodies are fully adorned with all the marks,
And they have gained the power to bring all beings to maturity;
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They have acquired the great bliss of the buddhas, infinite and
peaceful,
And know how to display great means in providing refuge for all
beings.
7. On them all the buddhas have conferred the empowerment of great
light rays,
They have perfect, total mastery over phenomena,
They know perfectly how to teach the Buddha’s circle of disciples,
And, establishing the precepts, they strive to correct and help.
8. Like a great minister, they penetrate the transcendent perfections,
Constantly watch over the array of elements that lead to the great
enlightenment,
Perpetually hold the three secrets,
And continually and unremittingly act for the good of many beings.
9. They have acquired a great heap of merit, supremacy in the three
worlds, the greatest mundane happiness,
Complete peace from the great mass of suffering, the bliss of supreme
wisdom,
The totality of virtues—the sublime eternal body, a mass of many
dharmas—
The reversal of habitual tendencies, and complete liberation from
existence and peace.
10. The wise outshine the listeners and their followers
On account of their virtue, which is vast; of great value; infinite,
perpetual, and unceasing; and inexhaustible.
That virtue—of mundane bodhisattvas, of supramundane
bodhisattvas who bring beings to maturity,
And of bodhisattvas who acquire mastery—is never brought to an end
with the extinction of the aggregates.
11. Know that this refuge, the commitment of those who wish for
buddhahood, arises out of compassion.
It is the refuge of the wise, who thence attain omniscience and,
undeterred by hardship, bring benefit and happiness.
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For those who are certain of deliverance, it always has the qualities that
all the vehicles depend on.
It is obtained formally and naturally. In these respects, it is supreme.
12. To go for refuge in this way has great value,
For those who do so will develop a host of boundless qualities.
Filled with thoughts of compassion for beings,
They spread the teachings of the peerless great and noble beings.
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The Potential
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1. Existence, supremacy, nature,
Signs, categories of potential,
Defects, benefits, and two analogies—
These are the topics, each with four aspects.
2. In considering the differences in disposition,
Interest, and practice,
And the different results,
The existence of different potentials can be stated with certainty.
3. Bodhisattvas’ virtue is superior,
Complete, of great purpose,
And inexhaustible, and for these reasons
Their potential is termed “supreme.”
4. The potential is natural and evolving,
The support and what is supported;
It exists and does not exist.
It should be understood as signifying “that which releases qualities.”
5. Compassion prior to joining the path,
Interest, resilience,
And practicing perfect virtue—
These are explained as being sure signs of the potential.
6. Fixed potential, unfixed potential,
One that is not affected by conditions,
And one that is affected—these in brief
Are the four kinds of potential.
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7. Habituation to defilements, evil friends,
Poverty, and subjection to others’ control—
These in brief are threats to the potential;
Know that there are four.
8. Should those with bodhisattva potential go to the lower realms,
It is after a long time, and they are soon released,
And even there they experience little suffering;
Saddened by the plight of beings, they bring them to maturity.
9. Know that the potential is like a mine of gold,
The source of infinite virtue,
Endowed with gnosis and without contaminant,
And the source, as well, of different powers.
10. Know that it is like a source of precious stones,
For it is the cause of the great enlightenment;
It is the source of great gnosis, of sublime concentration,
And of benefit for many beings.
11. Some cannot but consistently follow evil ways;
Others have completely destroyed virtuous ways.
Some have no merit that is consistent with liberation,
Have inferior virtue, or are deprived of the cause.
12. Without understanding it, bodhisattvas feel immense interest
For the Great Dharma of the profound and extensive explanations
taught in order to benefit others;
They have the patience to practice it and will ultimately attain
perfection, superior in two ways.
Know that this comes from their natural possession of qualities and
therefore from the developed potential.
13. That sublime potential is the healthy, perfect root
That makes the tree of enlightenment grow, with its extensive
qualities,
Bringing bliss to beings and shading them from great misery,
And bearing the fruit that gives oneself and others benefit and happiness.
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The Spiritual Intent: Bodhicitta
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1. Great in its enthusiasm, great in its undertaking,
Great in its goal, and great in its outcome—
The bodhisattva’s intention
Is the mental factor associated with two aims.
2. That spiritual intent is classified on the different levels
In relation to interest, pure superior intention,
Distinct full maturation,
And likewise freedom from obscurations.
3. Its root is held to be compassion,
Its intention is to constantly bring benefit to beings,
Its interest concerns the teachings,
And likewise its object is the quest for gnosis.
4. Determination to go higher is its means of progress;
The vast vow is its support;
Its counteragent is to wish
And undertake to stop the path.
5. Its nature is merit and wisdom;
Its benefit is that virtue grows;
Its certain deliverance is held to be
The constant practice of the transcendent perfections.
6. Its ultimate reach is the level,
Brought about by application on each one, respectively.
Know that with all these a bodhisattva’s spiritual intent
Is definitively established.
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7. Bodhicitta arises unstably through the power of a friend,
Or in a stable manner through the power of a cause,
Of sources of good, of listening, and through habituation to virtue.
This describes the bodhicitta that is revealed by someone else.
8. Born from attending the perfect buddhas
And accumulating merit and wisdom,
The gnosis without concepts with regard to phenomena
Is therefore held to be sublime.
9. Because bodhisattvas have acquired realization of the sameness
Of phenomena, of sentient beings,
Of the deeds that benefit them, and above all of the buddha state,
Their joy is particularly great.
10. Bodhicitta’s birth, vastness,
Associated enthusiasm, pure intention,
Mastery of the remaining levels,
And certain deliverance are the points that should be understood.
11. It is born from the seed of interest in the Dharma
And from the mother of the highest transcendent perfection;
The bliss that comes from concentration is its womb,
And compassion is the nurse that nurtures it.
12. Bodhisattvas accomplish ten great aspirations,
And so their bodhicitta should be known as vast.
They are not discouraged by hardships over great lengths of time,
And so their bodhicitta should be understood as enthusiastic.
13. Bodhisattvas realize that they are nearing enlightenment
And they have gathered knowledge of its means,
So their intention, you should understand, is pure.
They master the methods of the other bodhisattva levels.
14. Keeping in mind the presentation of those levels,
Bodhisattvas know them to be just concepts,
And even in that regard, they have no concepts—
Know that because of this deliverance is certain.
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15. Bodhicitta should be understood to be like the earth,
Or alternatively like fine gold,
Or like the waxing moon;
Or resembling fire.
16. Another way it should be known is like a great treasure,
Or like a mine of precious jewels,
Or like the ocean,
Or else a diamond or mountain.
17. It is like a sovereign medicine,
Or like a great friend;
Or like a wishing jewel,
Or like the sun.
18. Again, it is like the gandharva’s song,
Or understood to be like a king;
Or also like a treasury,
Or known to be like a busy road.
19. Know that it is like a vehicle;
Bodhicitta is like a fount,
Like delightful speech,
And like the flow of a great river.
20. The bodhisattvas’ bodhicitta
Is taught as being like a cloud.
Arouse, therefore, this spiritual intent,
So rich in qualities, correctly and with joy.
21. Beings who lack a more worthy spiritual intent
Are deprived of the happiness derived from having altruistic
thoughts,
From acquiring the corresponding means, from understanding the
import of the great intention,
And from seeing thatness; they thus proceed to peace alone.
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22. As soon as the wise arouse the sublime intent,
Their minds are completely restrained from committing infinite evils.
Ever virtuous and loving, as they grow in both,
They delight in experiencing both happiness and pain.
23. At that time, for others’ sake,
They accept hardship with no regard for their own bodies or lives.
How could such beings do anything bad
When others do them wrong?
24. Having realized that all things are like illusions
And that taking birth is like going to a pleasure grove,
In times of prosperity and times of trouble,
They are not afraid of defilements or of suffering.
25. They delight in the ornaments that are their own qualities,
In the festive fare of helping sentient beings,
In the sublime location of their voluntary birth,
And in the entertainment of miraculous displays.
Such delights are not for those who do not embody compassion.
26. Striving for the sake of others, these lords of compassion,
Even when in the Hell of Torment Unsurpassed, consider it to be
delightful.
How could such beings be afraid of the pains they suffer
For the sake of others in existence?
27. Those who constantly rely on the teacher, great love,
Are deeply pained by others’ sufferings.
When it is their duty to act for others,
To have another person prompt them would be utterly disgraceful.
28. For those who are the highest of beings, carrying on their heads
The great burden of sentient beings, it is not right to travel leisurely.
Since they and other beings are fettered by all kinds of bonds,
Their diligence should be multiplied a hundred times.
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1. Great in terms of its basis, undertaking, and result—
Such is held to be the practice of the buddhas’ heirs:
Great is their continuous commitment, great is their forbearance,
And great is the goal that they must perfectly achieve.
2. Once they have acquired the attitude that others are equal to themselves,
Or have a greater love for others than for themselves,
Bodhisattvas thus think others’ goals outweigh their own:
Their own aim is that others’ aims are fulfilled.
3. The compassionate ones, for the sake of others,
Bring upon themselves the most terrible suffering;
Ordinary folk are nothing like as ruthless
In inflicting pain, even on their enemies.
4. Bodhisattvas correctly teach those who realize the lowest, middling,
And supreme realities; they satisfy, induce,
Help ascertain the meaning, ripen virtue,
And likewise instruct, settle, and liberate minds;
5. They help accomplish extraordinary qualities;
Likewise they bring birth in the family, predictions, empowerment,
And the unsurpassable state of the tathāgatas’ omniscience.
In these thirteen ways they bring benefit to others.
6. Bodhisattvas give precise explanations to suit the individual,
Are not pompous, not possessive, are learned,
Patient, disciplined, very advanced, and inexhaustible.
In these respects, the practice of the Conqueror’s children is supreme.
From A Feast of Nectar of the Supreme Vehicle: An Explanation of the Ornament of the Mahayana Sutras by Jamgon Mipam

Feast of the Nectar 4th pass.indd 19

7/6/18 10:30 AM

20

B

Ornament of the Mahāyāna Sūtras

7. Ordinary attached beings pursue great fear;
Those who delight in existence have misconceived, transient bliss;
Those who delight in peace completely pacify their own perpetuation;
Those whose nature is compassion pacify all perpetuation,
continuously.
8. Confused ordinary people striving for their own happiness
Will always fail to achieve it and suffer instead.
The steadfast, striving constantly for others’ good,
Will achieve the goals of both and thence nirvāṇa.
9. Whenever the children of the buddhas act,
Whatever different sense objects they experience,
Using appropriate and fitting words,
They are actually acting to benefit beings.
10. The wise do not place any blame on those people
Whose minds are ever helpless in the face of evil.
“Without wanting to, they act ungratefully.”
Thus their compassion for ordinary people grows more and more.
11. With this practice, bodhisattvas outshine all existence and beings;
They possess the highest peace,
Increase the host of multifarious qualities,
And, with loving thoughts, constantly gather beings.
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1. It is not existent nor nonexistent, not the same nor different;
Not produced nor destroyed, it will not diminish
Nor increase; it cannot be purified
Yet becomes perfectly pure—these are the characteristics of the
ultimate.
2. The belief in a self does not constitute a self as such,
And nor do the aggregates which abide in evil; their characteristics are
not the same.
Nor is there a self that is other than these two. It is produced
erroneously.
Freedom, therefore, is a simple error coming to an end.
3. How is it that beings rely on a mere delusion
And do not realize the continuous nature of suffering?
Unaware, although they are aware, they suffer, although there is no
suffering;
The nature of phenomena does not exist as such.
4. How, when beings can directly perceive things arising dependently,
Do they believe in things being created by something else?
Why do they not see what is there, yet see what is not there?
What sort of darkness is that?
5. On the ultimate level, there is not the slightest difference
Between peace and birth.
Nevertheless, those who practice virtue, it is taught,
Will bring an end to birth and thus gain peace.
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6. Bodhisattvas, going beyond infinite merit and wisdom,
Perfectly gather the accumulations, and then
Reflect and gain perfect certainty with regard to the Dharma.
As a result, they realize objects to be the products of expression.
7. Once they see that things are merely expressions,
They dwell in the truth that it is mind alone that appears as those
things.
After that they gain direct realization
Of the expanse of reality, free of the characteristics of duality.
8. From intellectual understanding that there is nothing other than the
mind,
They then realize that neither does the mind exist.
Once the wise have seen that both do not exist,
They abide in the expanse of reality devoid of those.
9. The power of nonconceptual gnosis in the wise
Constantly extends to everything in equal measure,
And clears away the dense jungle of the faults they bear,
Like a universal antidote removing poison.
10. Settling their intelligence in the expanse of reality,
The root of the excellent presentation, the sacred Dharma the capable
ones have taught,
The steadfast with that stream of mindfulness and knowledge that
things are mere concepts
Swiftly traverse the ocean of excellent qualities.
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1. Beings’ births, speech, minds, virtue and nonvirtue,
Abodes, and deliverance—these are manifestly perceived.
Such knowledge—all-pervading, of different kinds,
And unimpeded—defines the powers of those who attain stability.
2. Having attained the utterly pure fourth dhyāna,
And through its being imbued with nonconceptual gnosis,
By keeping in mind the modes of application,
They will achieve the supreme accomplishment of powers.
3. They dwell perpetually in the matchless, vast abode
Of the noble, celestial, and pure states;
Journeying in all directions, they make perfect offerings to the buddhas
And inspire sentient beings to practice purity.
4. They see all universes, with their formation, their destruction,
And their sentient beings, as magical illusions.
Possessed of powers, they exhibit them
As desired in apparent and varied forms.
5. Emitting rays of light to those who in the lower realms
Are racked with pain, they take them to the higher realms.
Rattling Māra’s fine and lofty mansion,
They terrify the demons and their gang.
6. In the midst of a supreme gathering,
They demonstrate displays of boundless concentrations.
And by manifesting in art, through birth, and as supreme manifestations,
They act perpetually for beings’ good.
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7. Because of their mastery of the different kinds of gnosis,
They display buddha fields as desired, and thus achieve purity.
By proclaiming the name “Buddha” wherever the name “Buddha” is
unknown,
They send beings to other worlds.
8. Like birds whose wings are fully grown,
They have the ability to bring beings to maturity;
From the Buddha they receive high praise,
And people take their words to heart.
9. Six kinds of preternatural knowledge, three kinds of knowledge,
Eight perfect freedoms, and likewise eight kinds of perceptual
domination,
The ten powers of perceptual limitlessness, and boundless
concentrations—
These are the powers of those who have attained stability.
10. The wise who have acquired supreme power
Give helpless beings their own independence;
Constantly helping others is their sole joy;
Steadfast as lions, they continue their activities within existence.
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1. Delight, faith, peace, compassion,
Forbearance, a sharp mind, and power,
Immunity to beguilement, and possession of the branches—
These in great measure are the signs of a fully matured child of the
buddhas.
2. The three (the sublime companion and the others),
The utmost diligence, perfect consummation, and holding together
the supreme teachings,
With the purpose of maintaining the sacred Dharma on a vast scale—
These are held to be the characteristics of perfect maturation in the
compassionate.
3. Knowledge of good qualities, unshakable faith,
Speedy attainment of concentration, and the experience of the result,
With the purpose of creating confidence in the Teacher—
These are held to be characteristics of perfect maturation in the
buddhas’ heirs.
4. Full restraint, the elimination of defiling thoughts,
Freedom from obstacles, and delight in virtue,
With the purpose of dispelling defilements in the buddhas’ heirs—
These are held to be characteristics of perfect maturation.
5. Being naturally kindhearted, seeing the sufferings of others,
Completely eschewing inferior attitudes,
Progressing, and taking birth as the best of beings—
These are the signs of having fully matured compassion for others.
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6. Natural steadiness, habituation through analysis,
The ability to bear cold and other extreme sufferings,
And progress and delight in virtue—
These are held to be characteristics of fully matured forbearance.
7. Pure maturation, unforgetting recollection of what one has heard,
Superior recognition of what is well explained and what is badly
spoken,
And readiness for the birth of great intelligence—
These are the characteristics of having a fully matured, extremely sharp
mind.
8. Developing the two elements through the two kinds of virtue,
And thus becoming perfectly ready for the result to occur,
Accomplishing everything one wishes, and becoming the greatest of
beings—
These are the characteristics of having fully matured attainment of
power.
9. An attitude toward the excellent Dharma born of reasoned analysis,
Constant freedom from obstacles created by demons,
The acquisition of superiority, and refutation of opponents—
These are the characteristics of having fully matured immunity to
beguilement.
10. Having an accumulation of virtue, a suitable support for practicing
diligence,
And delight in perfect seclusion and virtue—
These are the characteristics of perfectly matured possession of the
branches
For the children of the buddhas.
11. Since they are themselves mature in terms of these nine elements,
They are fit to bring others to full maturity.
Those in whom the stream of qualities is growing
Are always the supreme friends of beings.
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12. We say that boils that drip are “ripe,”
And food when it is fit to eat.
So too, it is taught that maturity in such individuals
Refers to removal and employment with regard to two factors.
13. Bodhisattvas’ maturation of living beings is explained as
Maturation through riddance, and likewise full maturation,
Perfect maturation, congruent maturation, excellent maturation,
Maturation through realization, continuous maturation, and
progressive maturation.
14. Unlike the buddhas’ heirs, who, with their wish to help,
Devote themselves to bringing all beings here to maturity,
Fathers, mothers, friends, and relatives
Never treat their children and friends so well.
15. Unlike loving bodhisattvas, who act in order to bring happiness and
benefit,
Caring affectionately for other sentient beings,
Ordinary people feel no kindness for themselves,
Let alone for others who depend on them.
16. There is nothing, including their bodies and possessions,
That bodhisattvas will not give to others.
They mature others by bringing them a double benefit,
And, giving equally, they never tire of the virtues of generosity.
17. Establishing others in that which is steadfast, natural,
Totally nonviolent, delightful, and careful,
They benefit in two respects and mature others
Through the continuity of the ripened effects and the qualities similar
to the cause.
18. Thinking of others who harm them as benefactors,
They are perfectly patient even with those who do them violent harm.
With their knowledge of methods and their endurance of harm,
They lead those who harm them to truly take up virtue.
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19. The buddhas’ heirs, relying on the utmost diligence,
Perfectly mature hosts of sentient beings.
If only for the sake of another’s single virtuous thought,
They will not lose heart even after ten billion kalpas.
20. Having attained unsurpassable mastery of the mind,
They definitively overcome any desire for veneration from others.
Causing others to aspire to the sublime teachings,
They make their virtue perfectly increase.
21. Certain of the intended meaning of thatness,
They completely clarify beings’ doubts.
Because of that, through their respect for the victors’ teachings,
They increase their own and others’ virtuous qualities.
22. Thus bodhisattvas, through compassion, train all beings,
Setting them in the higher realms or in the three virtues,
In modest, supreme, and middling ways,
For as long as the world exists.
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1. Through their undergoing countless hundreds of austerities,
Accumulating countless stores of virtue
For countless lengths of time,
And exhausting countless obscurations,
2. Omniscience is attained,
Free of all contaminating obscurations;
As when a chest of jewels is opened,
Buddhahood is perfectly revealed.
3. With awesome austerities undertaken, many hundred trials endured,
and every merit gathered,
The longest kalpas traversed, all obscurations of a being brought to an
end,
And with the subtlest veils on the levels destroyed, buddhahood is
gained,
As if a chest of jewels with magical powers were opened.
4. All phenomena are the enlightened state;
No phenomena whatsoever exist.
Although it is the nature of positive qualities,
It cannot be expressed in such terms.
5. Because it is the cause of the jewel-like Dharma,
It is like a mine of jewels.
Because it is the cause of the crop of virtue,
It is likened to a cloud.
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6. The buddha state possesses all phenomena, or alternatively is devoid of
all phenomena:
Because it gives rise to the extensive and vast jewel-like Dharma, it is
like a mine of precious things;
Because it showers on beings the great rain of the well-explained,
inexhaustible Dharma,
Thus causing living creatures’ crop of virtue to flourish, it is like a
cloud.
7. Constantly, against the whole host of defilements,
Against all kinds of negative actions,
And even aging and death,
The enlightened state gives complete protection.
8. Because it protects from every kind of trouble,
From the lower realms, from wrong paths,
From the view of the transitory composite, and from lesser vehicles,
It is the supreme refuge.
9. The enlightened state is the supreme, incomparable refuge.
For those who are subject to different kinds of danger, to the transitory
composite and all other wrong views, to vehicles,
To the sufferings of the many forms of lower rebirth, and to ways that
are not the proper means,
It gives protection from birth and death, and from all defilements and
deeds.
10. It comprises the buddha bodies in which the enlightened qualities are
fully complete,
The knowledge for training beings through the sacred Dharma,
And transcendent compassion for all beings—
That enlightened state is held to be the supreme refuge here.
11. Because, to the very end of the universe,
It wards off sentient beings’ every difficulty
And brings them all that is perfect,
The enlightened state is held to be the great refuge.
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12. The complete destruction of the seeds of defilement-related and
cognitive obscurations, constantly present for great lengths of time,
Eliminated through all kinds of extensive means,
And the attainment of the transformed state possessed of the sublime
qualities of virtue
Is buddhahood, attained by the path of the gnosis of utterly pure
nonconceptuality and immense scope.
13. Dwelling in that state, the Tathāgata,
As if seated on the lofty king of mountains, watches over beings.
If he has compassion even for those who delight in peace,
Need one mention his compassion for other beings who delight in
existence?
14. In that state, there is engagement, perfect engagement, nonengagement,
Disengagement, perpetual engagement, dual and nondual engagement,
Similarity, superiority, and universality.
This is held to be the fully transformed state of the tathāgatas.
15. Just as space is accepted as being forever omnipresent,
So too is enlightenment considered always omnipresent.
Just as space is present in every kind of form,
So too is enlightenment omnipresent in the host of sentient beings.
16. Just as in a broken pail
The moon’s reflection will not appear,
To evil beings, likewise,
The Buddha’s form will not appear.
17. Just as a fire will either blaze
Or else die down,
Likewise, know that the buddhas too
Appear or disappear.
18. Just as drums may sound
Without their being struck,
The teachings appear
Without the buddhas deliberately teaching.
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19. Just as the precious gem effortlessly
Shines with its own light,
So too, the buddhas, without thinking,
Assuredly demonstrate their deeds.
20. Just as in space the activities
Of the universe appear unceasingly,
So too, in the untainted expanse of reality,
The victors’ deeds continue without end.
21. Just as all the time in space
Things perish and things come into being,
So too, in the untainted expanse of reality,
The buddhas’ activities grow and decrease.
22. Though no different before or after,
Suchness free of all contaminating obscurations
Is held to be the enlightened state;
Neither is it pure nor is it impure.
23. When emptiness is completely purified,
The sublime nature of no-self is attained;
Thus the buddhas obtain the pure nature
And they will therefore become the self of the Great Being.
24. It is not that the Buddha, therefore, exists,
Nor can it be said that he does not exist.
When questioned in such terms, it’s said,
The Buddha did not answer.
25. Just as it is for the fading of heat in an iron
Or the disappearance of floaters in the eye,
One cannot talk about existence or nonexistence
In relation to the Buddha’s mind and gnosis.
26. Because the buddhas in the untainted expanse of reality
Are incorporeal, like the sky,
And because they follow on from their previous physical forms,
They are neither single nor multiple.
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27. With regard to the strengths and other buddha qualities,
Enlightenment is like a mine of precious gems.
For the crop of beings’ virtue,
It is held to be like a great cloud.
28. Because merit and wisdom are perfectly complete,
It is likened to a full moon.
Because of its illuminating gnosis,
It is likened to a great sun.
29. Just as the infinite rays of light
Issuing from the sun’s orb are intermingled
And always perform the same functions,
Lighting up the whole world,
30. Likewise, the infinite buddhas
In the untainted expanse are considered to merge together,
Performing their deeds in unison
And making the light of gnosis shine.
31. When the sun gives forth a single ray of light,
All the rays of light come forth.
From this analogy, know that, likewise,
The gnosis of all the buddhas manifests.
32. Just as the sun’s rays
Have no sense of “mine” in where they go,
The gnosis of the buddhas too
Has no sense of “mine” when it is applied.
33. Like a single ray of sunlight
Making everything visible to beings,
The buddhas’ gnosis at once throws light
On everything that can be known.
34. Just as the light of the sun’s rays
Is considered to be obscured by clouds,
The gnosis of the buddhas
Is obscured by sentient beings’ faults.
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35. Just as knots tied in a piece of cloth
Produce a patchwork when it is dyed,
On account of the force that propels it,
The gnosis of liberation manifests more or less brightly.
36. To describe these profound points—
The characteristics, way of abiding, and activities
Of the buddhas in the uncontaminated expanse of reality—
Would be to paint a picture in the sky.
37. Suchness is present in all, and not different,
Yet purified it is the Tathāgata.
Thus it is that all beings
Are imbued with its essence.
38. The attainments of the listeners
Outshine those of the worldly.
Those on the level of the solitary realizers
Outshine those of the listeners.
39. These cannot approach even a fraction
Of the attainments of the bodhisattvas.
And those do not compare with even a fraction
Of the attainments of the tathāgatas.
40. For whom they are applied, and where,
And how, to what extent, and for what length of time—
On such grounds are the attainments of the buddhas
Held to be inconceivable and immeasurable.
41. When the five sense organs are transformed,
They perceive all the sense objects, and there arise
Twelve hundred all-perceiving qualities,
Which are obtained as the supreme attainment.
42. When the mind is transformed,
It functions consistently with that attainment,
And supreme attainment is obtained
With regard to the uncontaminated nonconceptual gnosis.
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43. When the apprehending subjects associated with the sense objects are
transformed,
These are enjoyed in any way one wishes,
And to show this, supreme attainment is obtained
With regard to the purification of realms.
44. When conceptual thought is transformed,
Supreme attainment is obtained
Regarding gnosis and all activities,
At all times and without impediment.
45. When the support is transformed,
Supreme attainment is obtained
Of the nondwelling nirvāṇa,
The uncontaminated state of buddhahood.
46. When sexual activity is transformed,
Supreme attainment is obtained
In terms of dwelling in the buddhas’ bliss
And being free of the defilements that relate to seeing women.
47. When the perception of space is transformed,
Supreme attainment is obtained
With regard to acquiring all the riches one wishes,
To moving unimpededly, and to taking different forms.
48. Thus, in the uncontaminated state of buddhahood
There are said to be infinite transformations,
With infinite attainments
Accomplishing inconceivable activities.
49. Here, in all the regions of the universe, by means of the victors’
excellent explanations,
Those in the world who are growing in virtue proceed to the highest
purity,
While those without a store of merit proceed to the sublime state of
growth in virtue.
Thus the immature proceed ever to maturity, but there is never no one
left.
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50. Thus the steadfast in different worlds are always and forever attaining
The great enlightenment, so hard to attain, marvelous, and endowed
with sublime qualities,
Eternal, stable, and a refuge for the unprotected.
How amazing that is, and yet not at all amazing, for they have
practiced the excellent way.
51. A buddha simultaneously displays a variety of deeds—
In some places turning the Dharma Wheel in many hundreds of ways,
in some taking birth, in others not appearing,
In some showing different styles of birth, in some every kind of
awakening, and in some the parinirvāṇa,
And yet all these are demonstrated without moving from that state.
52. The buddhas never purposefully think, “I matured those beings,”
Or “I will mature those,” or “Now I’m maturing these.”
Yet constantly in all directions through the three approaches,
They will bring beings to perfect maturity through virtuous practice.
53. Just as the sun, with its many rays shining in all directions throughout
the universe,
Effortlessly ripens all the numerous crops,
The sun of the Dharma, with the universal light of the teachings
bringing perfect peace,
Brings sentient beings everywhere to maturity.
54. Just as from a single lamp many countless, infinite lamps
Are lit and yet it does not go out,
From one mature being many countless, infinite maturations
Occur, yet that being is never spent.
55. Just as the great ocean can never have enough water
Nor does it grow larger from the many great rivers flowing into it,
The realm of enlightenment never has enough of the constant and
unceasing
Stream of pure beings entering it and grows no bigger—this is the
greatest wonder in this world.
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56. Its nature is the suchness of all phenomena
Purified of the two obscurations.
Its nature is inexhaustible power
With regard to knowing the object and focusing on that knowledge.
57. Through knowledge of suchness and meditation,
Using all kinds of means, enlightenment occurs
And bears inexhaustible fruit,
Forever giving rise to the two for all that lives.
58. Active in the skillful application
Of manifestation through body, speech, and mind,
Enlightenment possesses infinite concentrations,
Powers of retention, and the two.
59. It is distinguished as the nature,
The perfect enjoyment of the teachings, and the manifestation.
All this describes the perfectly pure
Expanse of reality of the enlightened state.
60. The bodies of the buddhas are classified as
The natural body, the body of perfect enjoyment,
And another, the body of manifestation.
The first is the basis for the other two.
61. In all worlds the body of perfect enjoyment
Varies on account of its retinues,
Buddha fields, names, bodies,
Enjoyment of the teachings, and activities.
62. The natural body is uniform,
Subtle, and related to the latter body;
It manifests enjoyments however they may be desired
And so is held to be the cause of the wealth of perfect enjoyment.
63. The boundless manifestations of the enlightened state
Are held to be the manifestation body.
The fulfillment of the twofold goal
Rests entirely on the two.
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64. By constantly displaying artistic expression,
Birth, great enlightenment, and the parinirvāṇa,
The Buddha’s manifestation bodies
Are the great means for liberating beings.
65. Know that the bodies of the buddhas
Are included in the three buddha bodies.
The three bodies are taught as being the fulfillments
Of one’s own and others’ goals along with their basis.
66. In terms of basis, intention,
And activities, they are the same.
In terms of nature, incessancy,
And continuity, they are eternal.
67. There are only the unmoving mirrorlike gnosis
And the three kinds of gnosis based on it—
Equalizing, all-discerning,
And all-accomplishing.
68. Mirrorlike gnosis is devoid of a sense of possession,
Utterly impartial, and ever present;
It is not ignorant with regard to all things that can be known,
But never directed toward them.
69. Because it is the cause of all kinds of gnosis,
It is like a great mine of gnosis.
It is the enjoyment body itself,
For the other kinds of gnosis appear as reflections in it.
70. The gnosis of equality is held to be
Pure as a result of its cultivation with respect to sentient beings.
To have entered the nondwelling peace
Is said to be the gnosis of equality.
71. Constantly possessed of love
And great compassion,
It visibly reveals to sentient beings
The Buddha’s form according to their aspirations.
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72. All-discerning gnosis
Is never obstructed as to all there is to know;
It is like a treasure house
Of concentrations and powers of retention.
73. To the disciples in the retinue
It displays all kinds of riches
And makes the rain of the Great Dharma pour down,
Removing all their doubts.
74. All-accomplishing gnosis
Accomplishes beings’ welfare
In all worlds with multifarious manifestations,
Infinite and inconceivable.
75. Know that those manifestations of the buddhas,
Forever performing their deeds,
Are inconceivable in every way—
In their diversity, numbers, and realms.
76. Because of holding the teachings, because of an attitude of equanimity,
Because of teaching the true Dharma,
And because of accomplishing tasks,
The four kinds of gnosis will properly arise.
77. Because there are different potentials, because there is benefit,
Because of fulfillment, and because there is no beginning,
The Buddha is not single; but, because in the uncontaminated state
There are no distinctions, neither is he multiple.
78. That which does not exist
Is held to be the sublime existence.
Not conceptualizing in any way
Is held to be the sublime conceptualization.
79. Meditation that does not look at aspects
Is held to be the sublime meditation.
The attainment of those who do not look
To attain anything is also held to be sublime.
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80. Those who have views concerning height, distance, attributes,
And their own superiority in terms of diligence—
Of these proud bodhisattvas
It is said, “They are far from enlightenment.”
81. Those who regard all the aforementioned views
As mere conceptual constructs—
Of these bodhisattvas who are free from concepts
It is said, “They will attain enlightenment.”
82. The rivers that have not reached the sea
Have different locations, different streams,
Little water, with different activities,
Providing for the needs of tiny creatures living in them.
83. Yet when they reach the ocean,
They all have one location, their water a single vast expanse,
With the same activity, an immense and constant source
For myriad marine creatures, providing all they need.
84. The steadfast who have not reached enlightenment
Have different supports, different intellects,
Little realization, and different activities;
They benefit and constantly provide for only a few beings.
85. Once buddhahood is reached, they all
Have but one support and a single great realization;
Their deeds blend as one, and eternally and abundantly
They fulfill the needs of vast hosts of beings.
86. Thus, because the enlightened state has incomparable virtuous
qualities,
Because it is the cause of benefit and happiness,
And because it is the inexhaustible source of the highest bliss and
virtue,
The wise should adopt the virtuous intention to attain enlightenment.
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1. The following is a recapitulation:
Introduction, establishing, refuge, potential,
Likewise, spiritual intent,
One’s own and others’ benefit, thatness,
Powers, full maturation, and enlightenment.
2. Interest may be arisen, nonarisen, subjective, and objective,
Received from a friend, natural, mistaken,
Unmistaken, manifest, or otherwise nonmanifest,
Produced from sound, investigative, and viewing,
3. Expropriable, mixed, unadulterated by counteragents,
Inferior, vast, obscured, and unobscured,
Diligent, nondiligent, with accumulation, and without,
Firmly engaged, and advanced.
4. Abundant failure to keep faith in mind,
Laziness, disturbed practice,
Bad company, feeble merit,
And keeping incorrect ideas in mind,
5. Carelessness, and little learning,
Being satisfied with little learning and reflection,
Pride in calm alone, and likewise, it is held,
Failure to habituate,
6. Lack of disenchantment, and likewise disenchantment,
Being obscured, lack of diligence,
And failure to accumulate merit—
These are recognized as obstacles to interest.
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7. Great merit, absence of regret,
Mental bliss, and great bliss,
No wastage, stability,
And similarly enhancement,
8. Direct realization of the nature of phenomena,
The supreme attainment of one’s own and others’ goals,
And quick preternatural knowledge—
These are the benefits of interest.
9. The interest of the desirous is like a dog,
That of those with concentration is like a turtle,
That of those who achieve their own goal is like a servant,
And that of those who achieve others’ goal is like a king.
10. Just as a dog is constantly tormented by hunger and never satisfied,
A turtle in the water remains completely withdrawn,
A servant moves around, their body always cowed in fear,
And a king governs his dominion by his edicts,
11. Similarly, you should always distinguish among the various kinds of
interest
Of those who are distracted, who remain withdrawn, who benefit
themselves, and who bring benefit to others.
The steadfast who properly understand that interest in the Great
Vehicle is best
Will, in this context, forever seek that same interest in it.
12. Sentient beings born as humans,
In infinite numbers, in every instant,
Attain perfect enlightenment,
So do not give in to losing heart.
13. Just as merit grows
From giving food to others
But not from eating food oneself,
The greater merit of which the sūtras speak
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14. Is acquired from teaching
The way of altruistic aims
And not from teaching
The way that is based on selfish goals.
15. And thus, if the wise constantly increase their interest
In the vast doctrine of the great noble ones,
They will gain immense and uninterrupted merit, their interest will
grow,
And they will attain buddhahood with all its boundless qualities.
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1. The scriptural collections are summarized as two or three,
The reasons for which are held to be ninefold.
Through habitual inclination, understanding, pacification,
And full realization, they bring one to perfect liberation.
2. Sūtra, Abhidharma, and Vinaya
Are considered to comprise, in brief, four points.
The wise who know these
Will obtain omniscience.
3. Because they relate the settings, nature,
Subjects, and meanings, they are the “sūtras.”
Because it makes increasingly manifest, does so repeatedly,
Overpowers, and brings understanding, it is the Abhidharma.
4. Because there are downfalls, and there is their source,
Their recovery, and certain deliverance,
And with regard to the individual, the edict,
Detailed description, and definition, it is the Vinaya.
5. The point is held to be
The teachings, the inner, the outer, and both.
Two are discovered through two processes,
And both by nonconceptuality.
6. Because, by means of mental verbalization, one has faith in the
meaning as it is taught,
Because one understands that the things that appear as objects
Do so on account of such verbalization,
And because the mind dwells on the nominal—
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7. With the three wisdoms of listening and so on,
One will discover the point of the teachings.
Discovering the other three points
Fully depends on those teachings, which were mentioned earlier.
8. The three families, the performance of deeds,
Having an impaired or unimpaired support,
Maintaining interest, and furthermore
Acting with intense keenness;
9. Inferior and complete supports
Which are verbal and nonverbal;
Equivalent to knowledge,
Having the cause and nature of yoga;
10. Considering things in combination
And considering them separately,
In five ways and seven;
Fivefold complete knowledge of this;
11. Objects associated with meditation—
Fourfold and thirty-sevenfold;
The nature of the two paths;
Two benefits, receiving,
12. Application, mastery,
The lesser, and the extensive—
These aspects of yogis’ attentiveness
Are held to include everything.
13. Delusion as to what is forever free of duality, its basis, and thatness
(Utterly inexpressible and beyond elaboration)
Should be recognized, eliminated, and, while accepted as intrinsically
uncontaminated, completely purified.
Thatness is held to be pure, free of defilements, like the sky, gold,
and water.
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14. Apart from that, there’s not the slightest thing in beings that exists,
Yet beings are all completely ignorant of this—their minds
Reject what does exist and cling to what does not.
Such is the enormity of the world’s confusion.
15. Of false imagination,
We say it is like a magical illusion;
And of dualistic delusion,
We say it is like the forms in a magical illusion.
16. In the same way that there is nothing in an illusion,
We accept the ultimate truth.
And in the same way that it is perceived,
We accept the relative truth.
17. Just as when the illusions are not there
And their causes are clearly seen,
When transformation takes place,
One perceives the false imagination.
18. Undeceived people
Use the illusion’s causes as they wish.
So too, those who are diligent in the precepts, undeluded,
Experience the transformed state as they please.
19. Though they are there in appearance,
It is not that they really exist.
Thus we say that in magical illusions and the like
Things exist and do not exist.
20. It is not that what is there does not exist,
Nor that what is not there exists.
In magical illusions and the like
We do not distinguish between their existence and nonexistence.
21. Similarly, if dualistic appearances exist there,
It is not that they exist substantially.
Thus, for forms and the like
We say that they exist and do not exist.
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22. It is not that what is there does not exist,
Nor that what is not there does exist.
With regard to forms and the like
We say that there is no distinction between their existing and not
existing.
23. It is in order to refute the extremes
Of superimposition and repudiation,
And in order to halt those who take the lower vehicles,
That this has been asserted.
24. The cause of delusion and delusion itself
Are held to be the perception of the material
And the perception of the immaterial.
Because the one does not exist, neither can the other.
25. Because the apprehension of the form of an elephant in a show of
magic
Is an illusion, we speak of two things.
Although there are not two things in the same way that they appear
there,
There is the perception of duality.
26. Because the apprehension of the forms of skeletons
Is an illusion, we speak of two things.
Although there are not two things in the same way that they appear
there,
There is the perception of duality.
27. All phenomena that characterize delusion
Exist like that and do not exist like that.
There is no contradiction in their existing and not existing,
So they are like magical illusions that are there but not there.
28. All phenomena related to the antidotes
Do not exist like that and do exist like that.
Because they do not exist as they seem, they are devoid of characteristics:
They too are shown to be like magical illusions.
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29. As in the defeat of an illusory king
By another illusory king,
Bodhisattvas, who have seen phenomena,
Are without conceit.
30. The buddhas, sublimely awakened, said in their respective teachings
That compounded phenomena should be understood as being like
magical illusions, like dreams,
Mirages, reflections, optical illusions, echoes, the reflection of the
moon on water, and magical creations,
Considering the six, the six, the two, the two groups of six, and each of
the three.
31. Incorrect thinking, both incorrect and not incorrect,
Nonconceptuality,
And both nonconceptual and not nonconceptual—
These are said to include all knowable phenomena.
32. From their own realm the two appear,
Ignorance and defilements arise, and with them,
The concepts that lead to birth,
And this occurs in the complete absence of two substantial entities.
33. As a result of acquiring the particular point of the teachings
And abiding in the mind’s own expanse,
Thatness manifests, free of dualistic appearances,
As with a hide and an arrow.
34. The mind is held to appear dualistically,
And in that manner it appears as attachment and the rest,
Or else it manifests as faith and other qualities;
But there are no defiling or virtuous phenomena.
35. The mind appears as various things
And operates in a variety of forms.
These appearances in the mind exist and do not exist,
And are not therefore phenomenal.
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36. In order to benefit sentient beings,
The buddhas gave perfect explanations
By classifying the exemplary subject,
The essential quality, and the means of demonstration.
37. The mind and its views,
Their condition, and the unchanging—
These, in short, comprise the exemplary subject,
Of which there are countless different kinds.
38. Its cause (the notion of names as things),
The habitual tendencies to conceive such notions,
And the consequent appearance of objects—
Such is the imputed reality.
39. The appearance of names and objects
Corresponding to objects and names,
Which is the cause of false imagination,
Is the imputed reality.
40. Having threefold appearance whose nature is the object,
And threefold appearance whose nature is the subject,
False imagination
Is the dependent reality.
41. Nonexistence, existence,
The sameness of existence and nonexistence,
Not peace, peace, and freedom from concepts—
Such is the fully present reality.
42. Having focused on the teachings that are consistent with the cause,
One is properly attentive,
One abides in the expanse of the mind,
And one sees that objects exist and do not exist.
43. On that level, everything becomes sameness,
The noble potential, utterly uncontaminated,
Similar but superior,
Neither diminishing nor increasing.
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44. When the seeds are transformed,
The perceptions of place, sense objects, and body
Are transformed. That untainted expanse
Is the support pervading all.
45. When the mind, apprehenders, and conceptualization
Are transformed, there are four kinds of mastery—
In nonconceptuality, fields,
Gnosis, and activities.
46. These four kinds of mastery are gained
On three levels—Immovable and the others.
On one of these levels, two are gained,
And on each of the others, one is gained.
47. The wise will understand that all existence is devoid of both kinds of self,
And knowing the sameness of that state, they approach suchness in
terms of mental apprehension.
Then, as they keep the mind on mind-only, that perception too will
disappear.
This nonappearance is liberation, sublimely free of references.
48. When the foundation—accumulation—and the development are
present,
One will see that everything is just a name.
And seeing that seeing of just a name,
One then no longer sees even that.
49. The mind with its negative tendencies,
Caught by the noose of belief in a self,
Becomes totally immersed.
By settling inward, we hold, it turns away.
50. Because things do not exist of themselves, and they do not exist as their
own nature,
And because they do not dwell in their own nature,
And because they do not exist as they are apprehended,
They are held to be devoid of intrinsic existence.
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51. Each proposition being the basis for subsequent ones,
Absence of intrinsic existence
Establishes absence of production, absence of cessation,
Primordial peace, and natural nirvāṇa.
52. With regard to a beginning, a same thing, otherness,
Its own definition, itself, transformation,
Defilement, and extraordinary knowledge,
Acceptance that phenomena are unborn has been explained.
53. Because of similarity with regard to the path, no-self,
And liberation, because of different potentials,
Because of achieving both aspirations, because of manifestations,
And because it is the ultimate, there is a single vehicle.
54. In order to draw some disciples on to it
And to keep others properly on it,
The perfect buddhas
Teach uncertain disciples a single vehicle.
55. Listeners of unfixed potential are of two kinds:
Those who have seen the truth of their vehicle and those who have not.
Those who have seen the truth,
Whether or not rid of attachment, are inferior.
56. Both have attained the noble path,
And by transforming that attainment,
They possess an inconceivable
Birth of transformation in existence.
57. One, by the power of prayers of aspiration,
Attains accomplishment by being born;
The other, because of being a nonreturner,
Attains accomplishment through manifestation.
58. Since these two, from repetition,
Continue to think of themselves,
They delight in nirvāṇa,
So realization is slow.
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59. Those who have not attained the goal
Take birth when there is no Buddha and,
Yearning to manifest, strive for concentration,
By which means they will attain supreme enlightenment.
60. Without being diligent in the five sciences,
Even the highest of noble beings will not attain omniscience.
Therefore, in order to subjugate others, to care for them,
And to know all things themselves, they are diligent in these.
61. Joy from considering the cause,
Mindfulness of the support,
The wish for a shared result,
And a yearning for a similar enlightenment;
62. Joy on account of the four powers,
True indefatigability,
And the four aspects of practice with regard to
Incompatible traits and their antidotes;
63. Clear faith, correct reception,
A longing to give to others,
Armor, prayer,
True joy, and a sense of duty;
64. The highest genuine enthusiasm
For obtaining power in the six perfections,
For full maturation, making offerings,
And following a teacher; and affection;
65. Shame and regret for having practiced badly
Or not at all, delighting in the object,
The notion of despair as an enemy,
Introducing, and expressive intelligence;
66. Generosity and so forth being the support
Of perfect enlightenment (not Īśvara and the others),
Distinguishing the faults in incompatible traits
And the qualities in their antidotes;
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67. Joy from the memory of accumulation,
Seeing the great point,
And the wish for yoga, for nonconceptuality,
For retention, and for encountering;
68. The obtainment of power for eliminating
The seven kinds of wrong belief,
And the four thoughts
Of what is extraordinary and what is not;
69. Impartiality toward sentient beings,
Being seen as a great being,
Hoping for the recompense of good qualities in others,
A threefold aspiration, and continuity;
70. In order to accomplish the Buddha’s teaching,
The intention to not fall short;
Sadness with regard to beings who fail in that,
And delight with regard to those who flourish;
71. Not having faith in fake meditation
And having faith in the authentic,
Attentiveness to refusal,
Pleasure from predictions and certainty;
72. The intention to practice with a view to future lives,
Looking to equality,
And, on account of engagement in the highest Dharma,
The conviction of one’s own greatness—
73. Keeping in mind the virtue that results
From the ten transcendent perfections
Makes the potential within a bodhisattva
Constantly unfold and grow.
74. Developing, possessed of superior mentality, and great—
Such is held to be the thorough investigation of the steadfast.
Their investigation is accompanied by factors to be eliminated,
Is free of such factors, and is mastered.
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75. Bodhisattvas’ investigation is said to be
Lacking the buddha body, body-associated, body-attained,
And body-complete; and also with much pride,
With subtle pride, and without pride.
76. The Dharma of the steadfast is the source
Of qualities material and immaterial—
The marks, and likewise freedom from disease—
Of mastery in preternatural knowledge, and inexhaustibility.
77. Children of the buddhas should completely abandon
The concepts of existence and nonexistence, of superimposition and
negation,
The concepts of unity and multiplicity, of intrinsic nature and
particularity,
And the concepts of clinging to names and objects as real.
78. Those who are thus intelligent and virtuous, relying on intense
diligence,
Correctly investigate the nature of the two truths.
Thereby, they will forever become the teachers of beings
And like an ocean be filled with good qualities.
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1. If steadfast bodhisattvas joyously and forever give away immense gifts
to beings who suffer—
The lives and riches they have won with such great difficulty and yet
devoid of essence—
Need one mention their unstintingly giving of the vast Dharma that
benefits beings in every way,
That is found with no great difficulty, and even when given away
entirely grows inexhaustibly?
2. Because it is to be known by oneself, Lord Buddha did not teach the
Dharma;
Yet with the breath of his teachings, rationally explained, the
embodiment of compassion, like a python,
Draws beings onto the path, setting them perfectly in the mouth of
total peace,
Utterly pure, vast, common, and inexhaustible.
3. Consequently, no practitioner’s meditation is pointless,
And thus neither are the teachings of the sugatas pointless.
If one could see the meaning simply by listening, there would be no
point in meditating,
And if one could practice meditation without having listened, there
would be no point in teaching.
4. The teaching of sublime bodhisattvas
Occurs through transmission, realization, and mastery:
From the mouth, from form of every kind,
And from space it issues forth.
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5. Extensive, doubt-dispelling,
Acceptable, and indicative of both natures—
This, a bodhisattva’s teaching,
Is said to be perfect.
6. The Dharma teaching of a sublime bodhisattva
Is gentle, free of conceit, tireless,
Clear, diversified, rational,
Intelligible, disinterested, and universal.
7. The bodhisattvas’ words are not faint,
They are pleasing, well expounded, and conventional;
They are appropriate, free of material motives,
Moderate, and likewise abundant.
8. Because they indicate, and likewise explain,
Correspond to the vehicle, are pleasurable,
Conventional, and appropriate,
Lead to certain deliverance, and are concordant—
9. The syllables uttered by the sublime bodhisattvas
Are described, in short, as perfect.
The speech of the sugatas is infinite;
With sixty qualities, it is inconceivable.
10. With words, solid reasoning,
Brief introductions, detailed explanations,
The clearing of doubts, and much repetition,
For those who understand when merely told the title or else from
detailed presentations,
11. The buddhas teach, and their teaching
Is pure, free of the three spheres;
Know that it is devoid
Of eight faults:
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12. Laziness, incomprehensibility,
Failure to set a time, lack of certainty,
Failure to resolve doubts,
Failure to stabilize freedom from doubt,
13. Discouragement, and stinginess—
These are held to be faults in discourse.
Because it is free of these,
The buddhas’ teaching is unexcelled.
14. Because it engenders faith, joy, and understanding,
This Dharma is virtuous;
Having twofold meaning and easy to retain,
It teaches pure activity with four good qualities.
15. Having nothing in common with others,
Completing the elimination of the defilements of the three worlds,
Naturally pure, and decontaminating—
Such is held to be pure activity with four good qualities.
16. Indirect teachings given for the purpose of introducing,
Indirect teachings on reality,
Indirect teachings connected with remedial methods,
And indirect teachings expressed through metaphors—
17. These are the four kinds of indirect teachings,
Given when the buddhas have in mind the listeners, reality,
And likewise the suppression of faults
And the expression of the profound.
18. Know that implied teachings are of four kinds,
Implying sameness, another sense,
And similarly another time,
And with people’s attitudes in mind.
19. Contempt for the Buddha and for the Dharma,
Laziness, complacency,
Indulgence in pride and in attachment,
Remorse, and rejection by those of unfixed potential—
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20. As the remedy to these obscurations in beings,
The Buddha taught the Supreme Vehicle.
With it, all the faults obstructing them
Will be removed.
21. The best of wise beings who apply themselves
To holding the Two Stanzas,
By means of the words or meaning,
Will acquire ten kinds of good qualities:
22. The fullest increase of their potential,
The greatest happiness at the moment of death,
Rebirth wherever they wish,
And in all their lives, recollection of their past lives,
23. Meetings with the buddhas,
Hearing the Supreme Vehicle from them,
Endowment with interest and understanding,
Acquisition of the two doors, and the swift attainment of
enlightenment.
24. Thus, bodhisattvas with good intellects, who are tireless,
Loving, renowned, and expert in the right procedures,
Are excellent exponents. In teaching,
They are brightly shining suns in the midst of humankind.
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1. The wise, neither wrong
Nor right with regard to the two,
Fully know, by means of the three,
The two kinds of no-self—individual and phenomenal.
2. Then, those who know the meaning
Realize that all teachings are like a boat
And give up being content with listening.
Thus they are said to know the way.
3. With the knowledge of an ordinary person,
They thus realize the two,
And then, in order to perfect that knowledge,
They practice the consistent way.
4. After that, on the first level,
As the equals of all bodhisattvas in that state,
They acquire the supramundane,
Unsurpassable gnosis.
5. Having fully extinguished
All the defilements that need to be eliminated by seeing,
In order to eliminate cognitive obscurations,
They apply themselves to meditation.
6. By the combined practice of gnosis,
Conceptual and nonconceptual,
On the remaining levels they continue
To cultivate consistent realization.
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7. The place in which the wise practice
Is full of virtues—well supplied,
A good place, a healthy place,
With good company, and comfortable for yoga.
8. Recognize that learned bodhisattvas
Who have seen the truth, who are skilled in discourse,
Full of love, and never tire
Are great and holy beings.
9. Excellent aim, excellent reliance,
Excellent method, determination to be free,
And excellent application—with these,
One is said to have the right orientation.
10. A happy mind, and birth in freedom,
Absence of disease, a capacity for concentration,
And thorough discernment—
All these result from merit gathered in past lives.
11. Besides the expanse of reality,
There is nothing that exists.
For this reason, the buddhas have it in mind
That certain deliverance is attachment and the like.
12. Besides the expanse of reality,
There is nothing that exists.
So this, the wise accept, was the intended implication
Of the teaching on defilement.
13. Because they properly approach
Attachment and the like as suchness,
They will be completely free from them:
Thus they are delivered from them by means of them.
14. Even the most terrible sufferings of dwelling in the hell realms
For beings’ sake do not harm the buddhas’ heirs at all.
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The various good thoughts of those who follow lower vehicles,
Thinking of the defects and virtues of existence and peace, are harmful
to the wise.
15. For the wise, staying in the hells does not forever
Prevent their vast and uncontaminated enlightenment.
Thinking of the complete coolth of benefiting oneself in the other
vehicles
Brings great happiness, but it is an obstacle.
16. Phenomena do not exist yet are perceived;
Defilement does not exist and yet is purified;
Know that they are like magical illusions and so forth,
And likewise that they are like space.
17. Just as on a well-drawn picture
There are no different planes, yet there seem to be,
To the false imagination, duality,
Though never there, appears in different ways.
18. When muddy water becomes clear,
Its clarity is not something produced from the muddy state,
But rather the removal of the dirt contaminating it.
So it is with the purity of one’s own mind.
19. The mind is held to be eternally natural clear light;
It is coarsened by adventitious faults.
The mind is ultimate reality, and there is no other mind but
clear light.
We speak of this as the nature of mind.
20. Bodhisattvas feel for sentient beings
A heartfelt love as great as that
Felt for an only child—
Their constant wish is to bring them help.
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21. Because it brings benefit to sentient beings,
The fondness bodhisattvas feel does not become a downfall.
But hatred in them will always violate
And act against all beings.
22. Like doves who love their young the most,
Staying with them and holding them close,
With not the slightest place for anger,
Are those whose hearts are full of love for beings, their children.
23. Because they love, there’s never room for rage.
Because they pacify, malice is out of place.
Because they benefit, they never think deceitfully.
Because they comfort, they’ll never terrify.
24. Like the sick taking efficacious medicine,
They enter saṃsāra.
Like doctors for those who are ill,
Bodhisattvas practice for sentient beings.
25. As with servants who will not work,
Likewise do they treat themselves.
As with merchants and their wares,
Likewise do they use their pleasures.
26. As with dyers and their cloth,
Likewise do they work on karmic acts.
As with fathers and their infant sons,
Likewise do they never injure beings.
27. As when one rubs two sticks to make a fire,
Likewise do they practice hard and all the time.
Like a trustworthy person,
They practice their incomplete superior concentration.
28. In the same way as magicians,
They practice with wisdom regarding phenomena.
All these are held to show the how and the what
Of the practice of the bodhisattvas.
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29. Thus, armed with constant diligence on a vast scale,
They make the greatest efforts to bring about a twofold maturation.
Gradually, with supreme, nonconceptual intelligence devoid of
contaminants,
They proceed to the unsurpassable accomplishment.
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1. After a measureless kalpa, there is certain deliverance,
And faith grows ever greater.
Like rivers flowing into the ocean,
Virtuous activities lead to true completion.
2. The conquerors’ heirs who have thus gathered the accumulations
Are pure from the outset.
They have perfect understanding and a virtuous mind;
They apply themselves to meditation.
3. At that time, bodhisattvas in the stream of Dharma
Will receive from the buddhas
Extensive oral instructions
For achieving a vast degree of sustained calm and gnosis.
4. Next, those who are diligent in the precepts begin by
Contemplating just the names of the sūtras
And other scriptures
That clearly explain nonduality.
5. After that, step by step,
They classify and analyze the contents.
In each, they properly
Examine their meaning.
6. Having become certain of the meaning,
They summarize all the teachings.
In order to achieve the point of those teachings,
They then proceed to form an aspiration.
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7. Continuously, with mental expressions,
They should research and examine the teachings
And analyze them with the attentiveness of the single taste
In which expression is absent.
8. The summarization of the scriptures in their titles
Should be understood as being the path of sustained calm.
The path of profound insight
Should be understood as the analysis of their meaning.
9. Know that the path of their union
Is a combination of these.
A dull mind has to be kept focused,
And wildness must be subdued.
10. Then, when there is evenness with regard to the object,
Bodhisattvas settle in equanimity.
In all this, constancy
And devotion are to be applied.
11. Once they direct the mind at the object,
They should not be distracted from the continuity of that.
They should quickly realize when they are distracted
And draw the mind back onto the object.
12. The wise should gather
The mind inward more and more.
Then, because they see the virtues of this,
They tame the mind in concentration.
13. Because they see the fault in distraction,
They should pacify the disinclination to concentrate.
Similarly, they should pacify covetousness
And unhappiness, if these arise.
14. Then, those who are diligent in the precepts,
By deliberately acting on their states of mind,
Achieve natural concentration.
From getting used to that, they no longer make deliberate effort.
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15. Then, they gain great fitness
Of the body and mind,
And are known to have attentiveness.
Having fostered it,
16. By progressing further,
They attain the states of the actual concentrations.
From striving for preternatural knowledge,
They are purified and become supremely fit.
17. By using the preternatural powers
Gained through concentration,
In order to venerate and listen to
Countless buddhas,
They travel to different worlds.
18. Thus they venerate infinite buddhas
For infinite kalpas.
And because they have venerated them,
Their minds become supremely fit.
19. And so they will obtain
Five prelusive benefits.
For those who are to become unsurpassable,
Perfectly pure vessels,
20. All the negative tendencies of the body
Will be exhausted in each instant.
And all the time, the mind and body
Will throughout be perfectly fit.
21. They will realize uninterruptedly
The whole light of the Dharma.
The signs of perfect purity
Will be clearly seen without checking.
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22. Similarly, in order to perfect the body of truth
And attain perfect purity,
The wise take hold of their causes,
Constantly and in all situations.
23. Next, bodhisattvas like these
Remain in evenness, and by doing so,
No longer see any objects
As anything other than mental expressions.
24. In order to enhance the light of Dharma,
The steadfast apply themselves fully with diligence.
The light of Dharma grows greater
And they will remain in the state of mind-only.
25. Then, everything that appears as a sense object
Will clearly appear as the mind.
At that time, the distracting apprehension
Of those things will be eliminated.
26. After that, only the distractions
In the form of an apprehending subject are left.
At that time, they quickly reach
The concentration “with no obstruction.”
27. Immediately after that,
Distractions in the form of a subject are eliminated.
The above are to be understood as being
The successive stages of warmth and so forth.
28. Subsequently they acquire
Unsurpassable supramundane gnosis,
Nonconceptual, uncontaminated,
And free of the two kinds of grasping.
29. This, their transformation,
Is held to be the first level.
Over a measureless kalpa
They have become utterly pure.
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30. Having gained perfect realization
Of the expanse of reality, sameness,
At that time they acquire the awareness
That all beings are the same as themselves, all the time.
31. With regard to sentient beings, they are even-minded
Concerning their lack of self, their suffering, their goal,
And in not hoping for reward;
With regard to other bodhisattvas, they are alike.
32. All things compounded in the three worlds
Are false imagination.
This they see by dint of gnosis,
Utterly pure and free of duality.
33. By seeing the nature of nonexistence,
Bodhisattvas are freed from the obscurations to be eliminated.
Consequently, at that time they are said
To have attained the path of seeing.
34. Because they know the emptiness of what does not exist,
And likewise the emptiness of what does exist,
And they know the natural emptiness,
They are described as knowing emptiness.
35. The basis of absence of attributes
Is said to be the complete exhaustion of concepts;
The basis of absence of expectancy
Is false imagination.
36. For the buddhas’ children
All the various elements leading to enlightenment
Are said to be acquired forever
Simultaneously with the path of seeing.
37. Knowing with wisdom that beings are simply compounded,
And that the nonexistent self is simply the unfolding of suffering,
They have eliminated the view of a useless self
And acquire the view of the “great self,” which is highly useful.
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38. Such bodhisattvas, while not believing in a self, know that belief;
While not suffering, they suffer terribly.
They never hope for anything in return for all the benefit they bring,
Any more than they would seek a recompense for doing themselves
some good.
39. Through supreme liberation, their minds are free,
Yet they are bound for ages by unending chains.
Even if they see no end to suffering,
They apply themselves and truly set to work.
40. The worldly cannot bear the pains they have in just one life,
Let alone the sum of others’ sufferings for the duration of the world—
Never could they imagine such a thing.
Bodhisattvas are quite the opposite of them.
41. The joy and love those bodhisattvas feel for beings,
Their application, their never losing heart—
These are the greatest wonders in all worlds;
And yet, since bodhisattvas and beings are the same, there’s not so
much to marvel at.
42. Next, bodhisattvas
Meditate on the two kinds of gnosis
On the remaining levels, the path of meditation,
And thereby fully purify themselves.
43. Nonconceptual gnosis
Refines the qualities of buddhahood;
The other, distinguishing gnosis,
Brings sentient beings to maturity.
44. By completing two measureless kalpas
They reach the end of the path of meditation;
Having attained the final stage of meditation,
Bodhisattvas receive empowerment.

From A Feast of Nectar of the Supreme Vehicle: An Explanation of the Ornament of the Mahayana Sutras by Jamgon Mipam

Feast of the Nectar 4th pass.indd 72

7/6/18 10:30 AM

Instructions and Follow- Up Teachings

B

73

45. Having gained the vajra-like concentration
That no concept can destroy,
They attain the ultimate transformation,
The unsurpassable level—
46. The absence of all contaminating obscurations,
The perfect accomplishment, from that abode,
Of deeds to benefit all beings,
And the perfect knowledge of all things.
47. Thus, from their always beholding the capable ones, who are difficult
to see,
And from their unequaled listening, clear faith arises, and by dint of
this,
Their minds will always be utterly content.
How could this not be highly beneficial?
48. To those who dwell at the door of the Dharma
The tathāgatas are always present, giving advice.
As if pulled by the hair, they are forcefully dragged
From the thicket of evil and brought to enlightenment.
49. The buddhas praise those who constantly apply themselves to their own
fulfillment
And rebuke those who act wrongly. To the best of beings who devote
themselves to stability and discernment,
The victors at this time properly explain all that hinders or favors progress
in the practice of this, the sugatas’ doctrine—
Things to be avoided and those to be embraced.
50. Purified by their vision, awakened with nonconceptuality,
They outshine the whole world,
Perpetually dispelling the greatest darkness
And shining on beings like huge suns rising.
51. Thus forever filled with the good that they have gathered,
And having constantly received extensive instructions from the buddhas,
Supreme bodhisattvas will acquire immense concentration of mind
And travel to the far shore of the ocean of virtues.
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Skillful Activity
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1. In summary, bodhisattvas have much interest,
Investigate the teachings, explain them,
Practice accordingly, and receive
The perfect instructions and follow-up teachings.
2. Just as the base upon which the forests, beings,
Mountains, and rivers rest is always the earth,
So too the base for generosity and other forms of virtue
Is said to always be the three activities of the wise.
3. Bodhisattvas, whose very nature is great diligence
In all kinds of arduous deeds, which take many kalpas to complete,
Will never be dispirited by their tasks here,
Their physical, verbal, and mental activities.
4. Just as those who wish themselves good physically avoid
Poison, weapons, thunderbolts, and enemies,
Bodhisattvas direct their three kinds of activities
Away from the two lower vehicles.
5. Continually free of concepts, they do not look at the three aspects
Of the doer, the object, and the doing.
So, because they are fully imbued with such skillful means,
Their deeds are pure and transcend the infinitely good.
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Transcendent Perfections and Ways
of Attracting Disciples
!"#$%
1. One should know the number of perfections, their characteristics,
order,
Etymology, aspects of the training,
Their classifications, their all-inclusiveness, the factors incompatible
with them,
Their good qualities, and how their interrelationships are determined.
2. The transcendent perfections result in higher rebirths
With abundant wealth, a perfect body, a perfect entourage, and perfect
achievement;
And also perpetual immunity to defilements
And absence of error in everything one does.
3. Applying themselves assiduously to the welfare of beings,
Bodhisattvas give, refrain from harm, and act patiently.
With concentration, liberation, and the basis of these,
They entirely achieve their own good.
4. They relieve the destitute, avoid all forms of harm,
Bear injury, are not discouraged by their task,
Make others happy, and give clear explanations.
Thus they fulfill the aims of others, and this is their own aim.
5. Bodhisattvas take no pleasure in possessions,
Have deep respect, are indefatigable in two respects,
Train spiritually, and are free of concepts—
The entire Great Vehicle amounts to this.
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6. The path of nonattachment to sense objects,
The path of restraint from the distraction of acquiring them,
And the paths of never abandoning beings, of increasing,
And again, of purifying obscurations—
7. These six transcendent perfections
The Buddha has clearly explained in terms of the three trainings:
Three perfections in the first, two in the last two,
And one included in all three.
8. Generosity counters its opposite,
Is endowed with nonconceptual gnosis,
Fulfills all wishes,
And ripens beings in three ways.
9. Discipline counters its opposite,
Is endowed with nonconceptual gnosis,
Fulfills all wishes,
And ripens beings in three ways.
10. Patience counters its opposite,
Is endowed with nonconceptual gnosis,
Fulfills all wishes,
And ripens beings in three ways.
11. Diligence counters its opposite,
Is endowed with nonconceptual gnosis,
Fulfills all wishes,
And ripens beings in three ways.
12. Concentration counters its opposite,
Is endowed with nonconceptual gnosis,
Fulfills all wishes,
And ripens beings in three ways.
13. Wisdom counters its opposite,
Is endowed with nonconceptual gnosis,
Fulfills all wishes,
And ripens beings in three ways.
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14. Because the next one arises in dependence on the preceding one,
And each is superior to the former one,
And because each is more subtle than the former one,
They are taught one after the other.
15. One perfection banishes poverty,
One obtains coolth, one puts an end to anger,
One connects one to what is supreme, one keeps the mind focused,
And one knows the ultimate—thus are they explained.
16. For all of them the training is described
As relying on the substance,
And similarly on attentiveness,
On one’s attitude, pure method, and mastery.
17. It is the giving-away of gifts,
Springs from reliance on a rooted attitude,
Results in a perfect body and riches,
Cares for both oneself and others, leads to completion,
18. Is endowed with freedom from stinginess,
And comprises the gifts of Dharma, of material gifts, and of freedom
from fear:
Knowing that such is generosity,
The wise accomplish it perfectly.
19. It has six branches, springs from one’s being imbued with the wish for
ultimate peace,
Bestows happy states and a stable mind,
Supports, stills, and frees from fear,
Brings about the accumulation of merit,
20. Is symbolically designated or naturally obtained,
And is present in those who keep vows:
Knowing that such is discipline,
The wise accomplish it perfectly.
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21. It endures, ignores, and understands,
Springs from compassion and dependence on the Dharma,
Is described as having five benefits,
Brings benefit to both oneself and others,
22. Is fully endowed as the greatest of austerities,
And is held to be of the above three kinds:
Knowing that such is patience,
The wise accomplish it perfectly.
23. It is the true delight in virtue,
Springs from interest and determination,
Increases qualities such as mindfulness,
Is the antidote to defilement,
24. Is possessed of qualities such as the absence of attachment,
And is of seven kinds:
Knowing that such is diligence,
The wise accomplish it perfectly.
25. It is the settling of the mind within,
Springs from mindfulness and diligence,
Gives rise to bliss,
Brings mastery of preternatural powers and the ways of abiding,
26. Is the foremost of all practices,
And is threefold for those who have it:
Knowing that such is concentration,
The wise accomplish it perfectly.
27. It correctly discerns knowable phenomena,
Depends on concentration,
Gives complete freedom from defilement,
Provides sustenance through superior knowledge and perfect explanations,
28. Is highest of all the teachings,
And is threefold for those who have it:
Knowing that such is wisdom,
The wise accomplish it perfectly.
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29. All virtuous practices are to be understood
As distracted, meditational, or both.
These three each include
Two transcendent perfections.
30. In their generosity, bodhisattvas are
Unattached, unattached, unattached,
Quite without attachment,
Unattached, unattached, and unattached.
31. In their discipline, bodhisattvas are
Unattached, unattached, unattached,
Quite without attachment,
Unattached, unattached, and unattached.
32. In their patience, bodhisattvas are
Unattached, unattached, unattached,
Quite without attachment,
Unattached, unattached, and unattached.
33. In their diligence, bodhisattvas are
Unattached, unattached, unattached,
Quite without attachment,
Unattached, unattached, and unattached.
34. In their concentration, bodhisattvas are
Unattached, unattached, unattached,
Quite without attachment,
Unattached, unattached, and unattached.
35. In their wisdom, bodhisattvas are
Unattached, unattached, unattached,
Quite without attachment,
Unattached, unattached, and unattached.
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36. The buddhas’ children, when meeting those in need, will always give
them something, even their own lives.
They do so out of compassion, with no hope of reward from others,
and no interest in any desired result.
With that same generosity, they bring all beings to the three levels of
enlightenment.
Since their generosity is imbued with gnosis, it remains unspent
throughout all worlds.
37. The buddhas’ children constantly undertake the three kinds of
discipline whose nature is restraint and diligence.
They do not crave the higher realms and, even if they actually attain
them, are not attached to such states.
With that discipline, they bring all beings to the three levels of
enlightenment.
Since their discipline is imbued with gnosis, it remains unspent
throughout all worlds.
38. The buddhas’ children endure the most arduous tasks and all the harm
that people do to them.
This is not because they seek the higher realms or are powerless, nor
out of fear, nor with an eye for their own benefit.
With their unexcelled patience, they bring all beings to the three levels
of enlightenment.
Since their patience is imbued with gnosis, it remains unspent
throughout all worlds.
39. The buddhas’ children do things with incomparable diligence, armorlike and applied,
Destroying their own and others’ defilements and causing them to
attain supreme enlightenment.
Through that very diligence, they bring all beings to the three levels of
enlightenment.
Since their diligence is imbued with gnosis, it remains unspent
throughout all worlds.
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40. The buddhas’ children, endowed with concentration, have
accomplished all kinds of concentrative states.
They who have attained the highest bliss of concentration
compassionately take lower births.
Through that very concentration, they bring all beings to the three
levels of enlightenment.
Since their concentration is imbued with gnosis, it remains unspent
throughout all worlds.
41. The buddhas’ children have complete knowledge of everything there is
to know and of its nature.
They feel no attachment to nirvāṇa, not to mention to saṃsāra.
With that very gnosis they bring all beings to the three levels of
enlightenment.
Since their gnosis envelops all beings, it remains unspent throughout
all worlds.
42. Vast, disinterested,
Immensely beneficial, and inexhaustible—
Such are the four qualities that should be known
Of all the perfections such as generosity.
43. In seeing and being fulfilled, beggars
Are delighted, sad, and full of hope.
But even more so are the loving ones who give,
So they will always outshine those who beg.
44. Out of love, they constantly give to sentient beings
Their lives, possessions, and spouses,
And are overjoyed to do so.
How would they not maintain abstinence with regard to these?
45. Noble beings have no regard for themselves, are impartial,
Fearless, and full of love,
So how could they, who give everything away,
Do others harm and tell them lies?
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46. Those with love who wish to help impartially,
Who greatly fear that others might have pain,
Who apply their minds to taming sentient beings,
Have cast afar the three misdeeds of speech.
47. Those who’ve given everything away, who are compassionate
And know full well that things arise dependently—
How could they indulge
In all the mind’s defilements?
48. When those with love are harmed
Or suffer helping others,
They always find delight, thinking of the benefit.
What, then, is there for them to bear?
49. They have no notion of other beings as others,
And constant love for others more than for themselves;
For beings, they undertake austerities, and so for those with loving
tenderness
Diligence is not hard, even if extremely difficult.
50. The concentration of three kinds of beings is held to have but little
bliss:
It is selfish bliss, with clinging, that loses its strength,
Or is exhausted, and is associated with ignorance.
A bodhisattva’s concentration is just the opposite.
51. There is wisdom like one who fumbles in the dark,
And wisdom like a light that has been concealed.
These bear no comparison with the knowledge of the compassionate
ones,
The third wisdom, which is like the rays of the sun.
52. In terms of the individual, substance,
Reason, dedication,
Cause, gnosis, fields,
And reliance, their generosity is supreme.
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53. In terms of the individual, substance,
Reason, dedication,
Cause, gnosis, field,
And reliance, their discipline is supreme.
54. In terms of the individual, substance,
Reason, dedication,
Cause, gnosis, field,
And reliance, their patience is supreme.
55. In terms of the individual, substance,
Reason, dedication,
Cause, gnosis, field,
And reliance, their diligence is supreme.
56. In terms of the individual, substance,
Reason, dedication,
Cause, gnosis, field,
And reliance, their concentration is supreme.
57. In terms of the individual, substance,
Reason, dedication,
Cause, gnosis, field,
And reliance, their wisdom is supreme.
58. Bodhisattvas feel the greatest joy
When their generosity makes a single being happy,
Even if it has brought them many kalpas of difficulty.
No need is there to mention what they feel when this is not the case.
59. Because living beings desire wealth,
The steadfast give them the very things they want.
While humans seek riches for the sake of their bodies,
Those very bodies the steadfast give away a hundred times.
60. When even giving their bodies brings them no mental pain,
What need is there to mention lesser gifts?
In this they are beyond the world, and from it they derive the greatest joy—
The highest of all the joys experienced by those beyond the world.
From A Feast of Nectar of the Supreme Vehicle: An Explanation of the Ornament of the Mahayana Sutras by Jamgon Mipam

Feast of the Nectar 4th pass.indd 85

7/6/18 10:30 AM

86

B

Ornament of the Mahāyāna Sūtras

61. The wise, by giving all, derive delight
From the pleasure of those who were longing for those gifts.
The beggars feel no similar delight
When they receive the alms they begged.
62. The wise, impoverished by giving all they own,
Think themselves enriched.
The beggars, now the owners of all that wealth,
Have no such feeling that they’re rich.
63. The wise, when properly satisfying the needy with excellent gifts,
Think of them as great benefactors.
The beggars, once they have received great quantities of wealth,
Have no such gratitude to the giver for what they’ve gained.
64. Just as they enjoy delicious fruit from a tree by the road,
Beings partake greatly of a bodhisattva’s riches,
Using them unhesitatingly as they please.
Yet no one but a bodhisattva has such wealth—the joy of generosity.
65. Diligence, it has been well taught, should be known
For its importance, the reason for its importance, its different
functions,
Different aspects, categories in terms of individuals,
And categories as the antidote to the four kinds of obstacles.
66. Of all the host of virtues, diligence is the best.
When one relies on it, virtue is subsequently achieved.
Through diligence, one instantly achieves the greatest happiness
And all the qualities of this world and beyond.
67. Through diligence, one obtains the enjoyments one desires in saṃsāra.
Through diligence, one gains changeable pure states.
Through diligence, one transcends the transitory composite and is
freed.
Through diligence, one attains supreme enlightenment and
buddhahood.
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68. Furthermore, there is one diligence that leads to decrease and increase,
One that has power over liberation, another that eliminates counteragents,
One that realizes thatness, one that completely transforms,
And diligence of great significance, which is variously defined.
69. First comes the diligence of virtue,
Then the diligence of proper application,
And the diligence of not being disheartened, overpowered, or content.
All these aspects the buddhas have explained.
70. As for those people diligent in the three vehicles,
Their attitudes and wisdom vary from limited through to vast,
So there are further forms of diligence—lesser, middling, and best—
These are applied to the lesser goal and the greater goal.
71. Those with diligence are never short of possessions.
Those with diligence are not overwhelmed by defilements.
Those with diligence are not overcome by loss of heart.
Those with diligence are never short of attainments.
72. Because they are mutually inclusive, because of their subdivisions,
Because of their very nature, and because they are causal,
You should know that the six transcendent perfections
Are determined as being in every way interrelated.
73. Generosity is considered to be the same.
Teaching them, encouraging others to practice them,
And practicing them oneself are termed
Agreeable speech, helpful activity, and consistent behavior.
74. Since they are the methods for bringing beings benefit,
For making them comprehend, for making them engage,
And similarly for making them continue the practice,
Know that there are four ways of attracting disciples.
75. The first turns beings into proper receptacles,
The second makes them interested,
The third makes them practice,
And the fourth helps them train and purify themselves.
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76. The four ways of attracting disciples
Comprise two groups—
Material and Dharma,
Of which the latter includes the reference Dharma.
77. Know that they are categorized
Into lesser, middling, and best ways of attracting,
And the mostly unsuccessful, mostly successful,
And entirely successful.
78. Those who are attracting a following
Properly depend on these methods.
This accomplishes all the goals of everyone
And is highly praised as the best of means.
79. Attracting disciples in the past,
In the future, and in the present
Are all by these same means, which therefore constitute
The path for ripening sentient beings.
80. Thus those whose minds are ever unattached to wealth,
Who are peaceful, restrained, perfectly diligent, settled,
And are free of concepts with regard to existence and objects
Are they who gather a host of sentient beings.

From A Feast of Nectar of the Supreme Vehicle: An Explanation of the Ornament of the Mahayana Sutras by Jamgon Mipam

Feast of the Nectar 4th pass.indd 88

7/6/18 10:30 AM

18
Offering, Reliance,
and Boundless Attitudes
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1. In order to complete the two accumulations,
Those whose minds are full of faith
Offer to the buddhas robes and so forth,
In both real and imagined ways.
2. The offering of one who has made the prayer
That the coming of the Buddha be beneficial,
Offered without conceptualizing the three spheres,
Is a complete offering to the Buddha.
3. The different kinds of offerings include
Bringing to maturity limitless sentient beings,
Offering material things, and making offerings with the mind:
Devotion, aspiration,
4. Compassion, patient forbearance,
Correct practice,
Focusing on the basics, realization,
Liberation, and also suchness.
5. Offering has been explained
In terms of the reason, dedication,
Support, substance, cause,
Gnosis, fields, and location.
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6. Offerings are described in terms of
Cause and result; self and others;
Lesser and greater offerings,
Which are two categories related to things acquired,
7. Veneration, and practice;
Offerings made with pride and those without;
And they are classified in terms of application,
Transmigration, and aspiration.
8. Offerings made to the buddhas mentally are best,
That is, with interest in the Dharma, the right mental state, and
mastery,
Supported by nonconceptual means,
And in a single identity with all.
9. Reliance has been taught in terms of
The support, basics, specific points,
Dedication, cause, gnosis,
Fields, and state.
10. Take as a teacher someone disciplined, peaceful, totally at peace,
Possessed of superior qualities, diligence, and knowledge of the texts;
Who has full realization, is skilled in explanation,
Full of love, and indefatigable.
11. Follow the spiritual master with respect,
With belongings, service, and practice.
In accordance with those principles, the wise approach the spiritual
master
With a wish to know the Dharma, from time to time, respectfully.
12. With no desire for veneration and wealth,
They dedicate their reliance for the sake of accomplishment.
The steadfast practice all that they’ve been taught,
And that is what makes the master truly pleased.
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13. Having become learned in the three vehicles and having realized them,
They strive hard to accomplish their own vehicle.
The purpose is to ripen countless beings,
And as well to train in pure fields.
14. They should rely fully on a spiritual master in order to possess the
qualities
For enjoying their share of the Dharma and not material gain.
The wise follow a spiritual master by cause and effect,
In progressing from the door of Dharma and outwardly,
15. By listening and with the yoga of mind,
And with pride and without.
The wise follow a spiritual master in terms of transmigration,
Application, and aspiration.
16. Following the sublime spiritual master mentally is best—
That is, with interest in the Dharma, the right mental state, and
mastery,
Supported by nonconceptual means,
And in a single identity with all.
17. The pure states of the steadfast have abandoned countering agents,
Are endowed with nonconceptual gnosis,
Are applied to three kinds of objects,
And bring sentient beings to maturity.
18. These attitudes of the steadfast are applied to
Those who wish for happiness, those tormented by suffering,
Those who are happy, and those with defilements,
And to the treatises on these, and to their suchness.
19. It is because of suchness that love is nonconceptual,
And because of its purity through attaining peace,
Because of the two kinds of action,
And because defilements have been exhausted.
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20. These attitudes are termed wavering, unwavering,
Savored with attachment, and not savored.
The attitudes of bodhisattvas remain
Unwavering and free of attachment.
21. In those who are, by nature, not concentrated,
Who are lesser, middling, or on inferior levels,
Whose motivation is inferior, or who have pride,
Their love and so forth is inferior; in others it is superior.
22. The wise who abide forever in these pure states
Are born in the world of desire.
By means of them, they complete the accumulations
And bring beings to maturity.
23. In all their lives, they will never part from pure states
And will be free from their counteragents.
Even when they are not paying heed,
They will never be overwhelmed by circumstances.
24. Bodhisattvas who have the wish to harm,
Who are cruel, unappreciative,
And full of malice, attachment, and desire,
Are affected by many kinds of negative consequences.
25. Because of defilements, they destroy themselves,
Destroy sentient beings, and destroy their discipline.
These degenerate beings have few resources
And are disparaged by protectors and the Teacher alike.
26. Subject to arguments and unpleasant gossip,
In other lives they will be born deprived of freedom;
Since they will lose what they have acquired and what they have not,
They’ll suffer greatly in their minds.
27. All these faults never occur
In those who abide properly in love and the other attitudes.
Free of defilements, for the sake of sentient beings,
They never abandon saṃsāra.
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28. The thoughts of love and so forth
That the Buddha’s children have for sentient beings
No being can feel, even for
Their one and only perfect child.
29. Their compassion touches sentient beings
Who are ablaze, who are overpowered by enemies,
Who are oppressed by suffering or obscured by darkness,
Who tread the hardest path,
30. Who are weighed down by great chains,
Who are addicted to poisoned food,
Who have completely lost the way,
Who are following mistaken paths, and who are weak.
31. The rejection of harm, the seeds of supreme enlightenment,
The creation of happiness and acceptance of pain,
The cause for everything they desire, and the yielding of compassion
itself—
For the Buddha’s children who rely on these qualities, enlightenment
is not far off.
32. Those with compassion and the highest intelligence,
Knowing that everything in saṃsāra is suffering
And devoid of self, will never be discouraged,
Nor will they be much troubled by its faults.
33. Those with tenderness, seeing the world’s pain as their own,
Know just what suffering is
And the means for eliminating it.
Though pained by it, they will never be discouraged.
34. This tenderness of those whose nature is compassion
Is fourfold: natural, analytic,
Related to former training,
And acquired with the purity that weakens its counteragents.
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35. That which is not uniform or constant, which is without superior
intention,
Which lacks the means for accomplishment, and is neither free from
attachment
Nor nonconceptual is not tenderness.
Those who thus have no tender love are not bodhisattvas.
36. That which possesses compassion, forbearance, intention,
Aspiration, taking birth, and the maturation of sentient beings—
The first being the root; the last, the sublime fruit—
Is the great tree of compassion.
37. If the root, compassion, is absent,
There will not be the forbearance to put up with hardship.
If the wise cannot endure suffering,
They will not have the intention to help beings.
38. Their minds devoid of that intention,
They will not pray for positive and pure rebirths.
And if they do not achieve a good rebirth,
They will never bring sentient beings to maturity.
39. Know that with love watering their compassion,
From their happiness when they suffer,
It expands and grows; and from proper attentiveness,
The great boughs grow and spread.
40. The unbroken stream of their aspirations,
Like leaves that are cast off and renewed,
Is fulfilled by two causes, as a result of which
The flowers and fruit bring benefit.
41. Since great compassion is the source of qualities,
Who would not have compassion for sentient beings?
Even though they thus feel pain for them,
Aroused through tenderness, it produces immeasurable bliss.
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42. Those with tenderness, who are imbued with compassion,
Do not even set their minds on peace,
Let alone become attached
To mundane bliss or their own lives.
43. Ordinary love is not beyond reproach,
Nor is it supramundane.
The love the wise feel in their tenderness
Is irreproachable and has gone beyond the world.
44. It is the means for leading ordinary beings
Dwelling in the gloom of ignorance
And on the flooding waves of suffering.
How could it not be free of fault?
45. If in this world, enlightened by themselves,
The arhats do not have such love,
What need to speak of anybody else?
How could it not be supramundane?
46. Bodhisattvas do not suffer,
Yet any pain they feel through tender love
At first makes them afraid,
But once they have arrived, it gives them the greatest joy.
47. The pain that comes through tenderness
Will outshine every mundane happiness,
And even those who’ve reached their goal don’t have it.
What could be more wonderful than that?
48. The steadfast, with their tender gifts,
Create the bliss of generosity;
The happiness of those who find enjoyment in the three worlds
Cannot compare to even a fraction of that.
49. If, out of tenderness, for beings’ sake
They do not leave saṃsāra, suffering itself,
What suffering will the compassionate ones
Not accept in order to benefit others?
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50. From the compassion, generosity,
And wealth of those with tender hearts,
The happiness that grows from love, from caring,
And from their power to help will constantly increase.
51. This is like an exhortation to the weak:
“With compassion you must expand and make it grow;
By giving, you must ripen and bring happiness;
You must lead them perfectly and guide.”
52. Because of their compassion, suffering makes them suffer.
Without creating happiness, how could they be happy?
It is because of this that those with tender love,
By making others happy, bring happiness upon themselves.
53. The compassionate always, as it were, instruct their generosity:
“Do not desire happiness for yourself;
Make others happy with gifts of your possessions.
Otherwise, since I make no distinctions, happiness is also not for me.”
54. “Their happiness makes me happy,
So give beings gifts along with the result.
If there is something you should do for me,
Make the result wholly theirs.”
55. “Even though those who give have no desire for wealth,
They gain abundant riches and good things.
It’s not that I want such happiness,
But like that I can continue to give.”
56. “Constantly observe me
Fully giving all I own with tender love.
Thus you should know that the result
Does not interest me at all.”
57. “If you do not let go of the resulting benefits you will obtain,
There’ll never be any delight in giving gifts.
If, for a single instant, you fail to give like that,
Then there will be no true joy in generosity.”
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58. “You do not reward those who are not generous,
But it is not like me to look for recompense like that.
I do not have your hopes for something in return,
And so I give the resulting benefits entirely to others.”
59. The tender generosity of bodhisattvas
Is free of shameful deeds, is based on purity,
Leads to happiness, and is protective,
Unquestioning, and without stain.
60. With tender love, bodhisattvas give everything
On a vast scale and of the best quality, constantly,
With joy, an absence of materialism, and purity,
Dedicating their generosity to enlightenment and to virtue.
61. While those with tender love, their minds sated with joy on three accounts,
Find great delight in giving everything away,
No similar delight will those who revel in those gifts
Derive from using all those things.
62. Tender love for the stingy, tender love for the unruly,
Tender love for those in turmoil, tender love for the careless,
Compassion for those beguiled by objects,
And compassion for those who mistakenly cling—
63. A bodhisattva’s compassion
Comes from happiness and suffering and their cause;
A bodhisattva’s compassion
Comes from its cause, the teacher, and its nature.
64. A bodhisattva’s compassion
Is to be understood as equal on account of its attitude,
Its accomplishment, its absence of attachment,
Its nonconceptuality, and its purity.
65. The bodhisattvas’ mental training in the four boundless attitudes
Is the best by virtue of their interest in the Dharma,
Their specific mental states, mastery,
Nonconceptuality, and oneness.
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66. Thus, by developing deep faith in the bhagavāns
And making constant, extraordinary offerings—material things as
well as great veneration—
By always following the beneficial friend who is possessed of many
qualities,
And through tender love for beings, they will gain every
accomplishment.
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1. A sense of shame has eliminated its opposite,
Is coupled with nonconceptual gnosis,
Has as its object lower paths that are merely free of wrongdoing,
Matures sentient beings, and belongs to the steadfast.
2. When the counteragents
Of the six perfections increase in them
And the antidotes decrease,
Bodhisattvas feel unbearably ashamed.
3. The steadfast are ashamed of being lazy
About training in the six perfections,
And also of indulging in activities
Related to the defilements.
4. In those who are, by nature, not concentrated,
Who are lesser, middling, or on inferior levels,
Whose motivation is inferior, or who have a sense of “I,”
Their sense of shame is inferior; in others it is superior.
5. From a lack of decency and improper ways, the wise
Indulge in defilements, get angry,
Forsake what is good, and become proud, as a result of which
They oppress sentient beings and destroy their discipline.
6. They will be stricken with remorse,
And will receive almost no respect.
The hosts of faithful nonhumans
And even the Teacher will ignore them.
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7. Their fellow bodhisattvas will condemn them,
And in this life the world will speak unpleasantly of them,
While in other lives to come,
They’ll be reborn in realms devoid of leisure.
8. So all the good they have acquired
And all that they have not yet gained
Will fade away. Because of this they’ll suffer,
And their minds will never find true rest.
9. None of these misfortunes can occur
For the buddhas’ heirs who have a sense of shame.
The skillful always take the best rebirth
As human beings or as gods.
10. Wise beings with a sense of shame swiftly complete
The accumulations that lead to perfect enlightenment.
The buddhas’ children will never grow weary
Of bringing beings to maturity.
11. They will be forever free of shamelessness
And never separate from the antidote.
Such are the benefits
Bodhisattvas with a sense of shame will gain.
12. The immature, though adorned in gorgeous clothes,
Have no consideration and so are stained by faults.
The buddhas’ children clothed in a sense of shame,
Though uncovered, are unstained by faults.
13. The buddhas’ children, with their sense of decency,
Are, like the sky, never tainted by ordinary concerns.
Counted among the assembly of buddhas’ children,
Those who are adorned with a sense of shame are the loveliest.
14. With their sense of shame, bodhisattvas
Love beings like a mother would her children.
It is their sense of shame as well that constantly
Protects them in saṃsāra from all kinds of faults.
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15. Acceptance of everything,
Refusal of everything,
Nonengagement, and engagement
Are the signs of decency in an upright individual.
16. The bodhisattvas’ mental training in decency
Is the best by virtue of their interest in the teachings,
Their specific mental states, mastery,
Nonconceptuality, and oneness.
17. A bodhisattva’s steadfastness is far superior
To that of those who are not bodhisattvas
By virtue of its specific characteristics,
Its categories, and its immutability.
18. Their diligence, concentration, and wisdom
Correspond to strength of mind, endurance, and stability.
On account of these three, bodhisattvas
Apply themselves without fear.
19. Through a lack of courage, wavering, and ignorance
There is fear of all there is to do.
So know that the three innate states
Are included in the word “steadfastness.”
20. The steadfastness of the steady arises
Naturally, through their aspirations,
In their lack of concern,
In the face of sentient beings’ ingratitude,
21. In their hearing of the profound and of the extensive,
With regard to beings who are hard to train,
And with regard to the inconceivable buddha bodies.
It arises in the face of their different austerities,
22. In their not abandoning saṃsāra,
And in their freedom from defilements there.
It is unequaled by other beings,
So bodhisattvas are considered the greatest of steadfast beings.
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23. Like the king of mountains assailed by butterflies,
Garuḍas, and the ocean,
The steadfast are not shaken by evil company,
By suffering, or by hearing the profound.
24. Bodhisattvas’ indefatigability is incomparable
And based on three things: their insatiable thirst for listening,
Their great diligence, and their suffering.
Relying on their sense of shame and their steadfastness,
25. The indefatigability of the wise—
Those who yearn for the great enlightenment—
Is held to be, on the different levels,
Imperfect, perfect, and utterly perfect.
26. Because of its basis, its purpose,
Effects, specific characteristics,
Inexhaustibility, and perfectly accomplished result,
Steadfast bodhisattvas’ knowledge of the treatises
27. Is far superior.
Contained in their concentration and their powers of retention,
It brings sentient beings to maturity
And serves to hold the sacred Dharma.
28. Steadfast bodhisattvas’ knowledge of the world—
Of physical and verbal conventions,
And, mentally, of the truth—is without equal.
It is superior to that of other beings.
29. The steadfast are always smiling;
They always speak straightforwardly.
This is in order to make beings fit vessels
So that they accomplish the sacred Dharma.
30. Because two truths state
How worlds continuously come into being,
And two how they will disappear,
Such knowledge is known as knowledge of the world.
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31. In order to dispel the former and achieve the latter,
The wise apply these truths.
Because the wise know all truths,
They are described as “knowers of the world.”
32. The teachings taught in the scriptures,
The meaning they imply,
The authoritative ultimate meaning,
And its inexpressible attainment—
33. These are taught here to prevent
Rejection, literal understanding,
Understanding the truth incorrectly,
And attaining something expressible.
34. Through their interest, thorough analysis,
Learning how things are from others,
And inexpressible gnosis,
The steadfast will never fail.
35. On account of their knowledge of classifications,
Characteristics, phrasing, and gnosis,
The bodhisattvas’ four kinds of perfect knowledge
Are considered to be without equal.
36. The teaching and the means for teaching it
By those who diligently teach
Are shown by just the topics and their meanings,
The languages, and their knowledge of these.
37. Because they indicate the topics, because they explain them,
Because they bring about the complete acquisition of both,
And because they reply to objections,
There are four kinds of perfect knowledge.
38. This is complete knowledge
Consequent on the direct cognition of sameness;
Clearing away every kind of doubt,
It is termed “perfect knowledge.”
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39. The bodhisattvas’ accumulations
Of merit and wisdom are without equal.
With the one, they attain the highest states in saṃsāra;
With the other, they circle without defilements.
40. Generosity and discipline are the accumulation of merit;
Wisdom is that of wisdom;
The other three are both;
Five, in part, are wisdom too.
41. When continuity in the practice is achieved,
Virtue is repeatedly accomplished.
The accumulations of the steadfast
Serve to accomplish all goals.
42. In order to enter, to be free from characteristics,
To act spontaneously,
To be empowered, and to reach the ultimate,
The steadfast accomplish the accumulations.
43. The meditation of the wise
On close mindfulness
Is unequaled in fourteen respects,
And therefore far superior to that of nonbodhisattvas.
44. On account of the support, the antidotes,
And likewise the introduction,
Object, attentiveness,
And attainment, their practice is superior;
45. It is so on account of its compatibility,
Full engagement, complete knowledge, birth,
Greatness, culmination,
Practice, and perfect accomplishment.
46. The genuine restraints of the steadfast
Are unmatched by beings.
They are practiced as the remedies for
Faults in the practice of close mindfulness.
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47. In order to make use of saṃsāra,
Get rid of hindrances,
Discard misplaced attentiveness,
Enter the levels,
48. Dwell in the absence of attributes,
Receive predictions,
Bring sentient beings to maturity,
Receive empowerment,
49. Purify the universe,
And reach the ultimate,
Wise bodhisattvas practice these genuine restraints
As the antidotes to counteragents.
50. On the basis of keenness,
They practice the yoga with special points,
Described as the antidote
In all the practices of genuine restraint.
51. Steadfast bodhisattvas’ four bases of miraculous powers,
Endowed with superior characteristics,
Are brought into play in order to accomplish
All their own and others’ aims.
52. With the support, detailed classification,
Means, and full accomplishment,
The bases of miraculous powers of the steadfast
Are fully presented.
53. They are described as being
Based on transcendent concentration,
With four categories and means,
And six kinds of full accomplishment.
54. One of these means is the application of effort,
The second acts as an aid,
The third directs the mind,
And the fourth is an antidote.
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55. These result in the accomplishment of powers of vision,
And of instructions, different displays,
Aspirations, powers,
And the acquisition of qualities.
56. Enlightenment, activities, supreme learning,
Sustained calm, and profound insight
Should be known as being the objects of faith and the others
In the sense of these bringing the accomplishment of those goals.
57. Faith and the others lead to the bodhisattva levels
But are considered to be associated with defilement.
Because they weaken their counteragents,
They are termed irresistible forces.
58. The branches of enlightenment are classified as such
For those who have entered the levels.
This is because they have realized sameness
With regard to phenomena and all beings.
59. In order to conquer unconquered knowledge,
They specifically practice mindfulness.
Their perfect discernment destroys
Every conceptualized attribute.
60. They apply their diligence
In order to realize everything swiftly.
As the light of Dharma grows,
They are forever filled with joy.
61. Because they are free of all obscurations,
They are fully fit and thus accomplish bliss.
Their concentration gives rise
To all the wealth they could desire.
62. With evenness, they abide
At all times as they wish;
In their postmeditation and nonconceptual states,
They remain constantly sublime.
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63. Courageous beings with such qualities
Are compared to the universal emperor;
They are constantly surrounded by the branches of enlightenment
As if by his seven precious attributes.
64. These are the nature branch and the source branch,
Third, the branch of certain deliverance,
Fourth, the branch of benefit,
And the threefold branch of absence of defilements.
65. After that, bodhisattvas follow up
Their realization of the nature as it is,
They realize its presentation
And apply that presentation,
66. They purify the three acts,
And they cultivate the antidotes
To factors that obscure knowledge,
The path, and extraordinary qualities.
67. Because, on the basis of right abiding,
The mind settles on the mind,
And because phenomena are perfectly discerned,
There is sustained calm and profound insight.
68. These are held to be universal, partial,
Not partial, and causal.
Related to realization and to certain deliverance,
Devoid of attributes, not deliberate,
69. Completely purifying, and perfectly pure—
The yoga of sustained calm and profound insight of the steadfast
Is universal for all levels;
It is this that accomplishes everything.
70. Skill in completing the Buddha Dharma,
In bringing sentient beings to full maturation,
In swift attainment, in accomplishing activities,
And in not interrupting the path—
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71. The means employed by bodhisattvas
On all levels are without equal:
By relying on such skill in means,
They accomplish every kind of goal.
72. The powers of memory that come through maturation,
Habitual listening, and concentration
Are respectively lesser and greater,
The greater itself being threefold.
73. That of the wise who have not yet entered
And that of those who have entered, albeit on impure levels,
Are lesser and middling.
The power of memory of those on pure levels is greater.
74. Bodhisattvas who repeatedly
Rely correctly on these
Constantly teach others the sacred Dharma
And retain it themselves.
75. The prayers of the steadfast
Are accompanied by a yearning intention,
Aroused by gnosis,
And on all levels they have no equal.
76. They are to be known as the cause,
Bringing accomplishment through their mere intent;
They thus bear fruit the moment they are conceived
And in the future are fulfilled.
77. They are diverse, great, and, on ever higher levels
Until enlightenment, pure;
Thus it is that bodhisattvas’ goals,
Their own as well as others’, are fully accomplished.
78. The domains of the three kinds of concentration are
The two kinds of no-self,
The support of belief in a self,
And the permanent elimination of the latter.
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79. From the very nature of subjects and objects,
You should know these concentrations are of three kinds.
They take the form of nonconceptuality,
Rejection, and perfect joy.
80. In order to completely know,
To eliminate, and to realize,
The concentrations such as emptiness
Are declared to be three.
81. With the wish to benefit beings,
The four summaries of the Dharma
Were taught to bodhisattvas
As the causal basis for concentration.
82. For the steadfast, these four signify
Nonexistence, conceptualization,
Simple imputation,
And the complete extinction of concepts.
83. Impermanence is established because of an impossibility, because
things arise from causes,
Because of a contradiction, because things do not last by themselves,
Because of an absence, because the nature of things has been
determined,
Because of their succession, and because of cessation;
84. Because of visible transformation,
Because of cause and result,
Because of being seized, because of ownership,
And because of following purity and beings.
85. Life at the beginning, during growth,
During development, related to the substantial supports,
During change, and during maturation,
Likewise inferior and superior lives,
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86. Lives with light and without light,
In the process of migration to other places,
With seeds, and without seeds,
And in manifestations—
87. These are the fourteen aspects of life.
Considering these, because of causes and measurable differences,
The unreasonableness of there being no point in development,
The impossibility of a support,
88. The impossibility of things persisting,
The final immutability of things that do not disintegrate in the
beginning,
And the impossibility, likewise, of inferior and superior births
And of radiant and nonradiant lives,
89. Because of the absence of migration, the impossibility of persistence,
And the impossibility of final aggregates,
And because they follow the mind—for all these reasons,
All compounded phenomena are momentary.
90. The elements and the six objects
Are described as being momentary
Because water dries up and its level rises;
Because wind, by nature, moves, rises, and drops;
91. Because earth is related to those elements;
And because it undergoes four kinds of transformation.
Colors, smells, tastes, and physical sensations are similar,
And so, like them, they are momentary.
92. Because fire burns in dependence on fuel,
Because sound is observed to grow louder,
Because imperceptible forms follow the mind, and because of the
answers to questions—
For these reasons, external phenomena too are momentary.
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93. An individual is to be expressed
As existing as a designation; it is not substantial.
It cannot be perceived, is a mistaken notion,
And is the cause of the defilement process and the defilements.
94. On account of two faults, it cannot be described
As identical to or different from the aggregates,
For they would then be the self
Or it would be a substantial thing.
95. If it exists substantially, it is necessary to provide
The reason why it cannot be described.
To say that it cannot be described as being the same or different
Without giving a reason is inadmissible.
96. In considering what are their defining characteristics,
What ordinary people can see, and what is written in the treatises,
It is incorrect to compare the self and aggregates to fire and firewood,
Saying that they are both and inexpressible, for they are two.
97. Because consciousness comes into being when the two conditions are
present,
Anything that is not those conditions serves no purpose.
For that reason, the self will never be anything—
From that which looks to that which is liberated.
98. If the self were a ruler,
It would never let impermanence or unwanted things occur.
You have to establish its functions and attributes.
And it would invalidate the three aspects of perfect awakening.
99. Because of three faults,
Its activity in looking and so forth is not spontaneous,
Nor is it a contributory condition of these functions;
It has no activity in looking and the like.
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100. Because it is not the agent, because they are impermanent,
And because they would operate all at once or constantly,
The functions of looking and so forth
Could never occur spontaneously.
101. Similarly, because its activity would continue as it was before,
Or would dissolve and be impermanent,
And no third alternative is possible,
It cannot be a contributory condition.
102. Thus all phenomena are devoid of a self,
And ultimately are emptiness.
To conceive of a self
Is explained as a fault and nothing else.
103. The specific distinctions between the stages
Of defilement and purification,
And the particular differences between their beginning and
continuing,
Were taught in terms of individuals.
104. No need is there to develop the belief in a self—
We have been accustomed to it from time without beginning.
If individuals existed, everyone would be effortlessly liberated,
Or there would be no liberation.
105. Thus bodhisattvas who constantly possess
All these excellent qualities
Not only do not forsake their own goal
But they also accomplish the goals of others.
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1. Their own bodies they give away,
And relinquish their abundant wealth to keep the vows of discipline;
They’re patient with those who are downcast,
And, with no regard for their bodies or their lives,
2. They diligently strive;
They do not savor the bliss of concentration,
And, in their wisdom, have no concepts—
Such are considered the wonders of the wise.
3. To be born in the tathāgata family,
Receive predictions and empowerment,
And fully attain enlightenment too—
These are held to be most marvelous.
4. In view of their freedom from attachment, their compassion,
And likewise their attainment of the highest meditation
And their attitude of sameness,
Their dedication to those perfections is not so very wondrous.
5. With regard to themselves, their wives,
Their children, and their companions,
Sentient beings are nothing like the wise,
Whose love for all that lives is so immense.
6. In their impartiality to all in need,
Their faultless discipline,
Patience in all respects,
Great diligence for the sake of all,
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7. Their constant virtuous concentration,
And nonconceptual wisdom—
In all these the bodhisattvas’ attitude of sameness
Should thus be known.
8. Making beings fit vessels,
Establishing them in discipline,
Patiently enduring harm,
Traveling in order to benefit,
9. Introducing them to this doctrine,
Removing their doubts—
All this is held to be the benefit
The wise bring to sentient beings.
10. Constantly caring for sentient beings
With an attitude that considers them all the same,
They give birth to the noble levels,
Cause virtue to grow,
11. Protect from wrongdoing,
And help them train in what they have heard.
With these five activities, the buddhas’ heirs
Are like mothers to beings.
12. Constantly causing faith to be born
In all sentient beings,
They teach them superior discipline and the like,
Connect them to perfect liberation,
13. Pray to the buddhas on their behalf,
And eliminate their obscurations.
So with these five activities, the buddhas’ heirs
Are like fathers to beings.
14. They keep secret those teachings
That are unsuitable for beings,
Reproach them for lapses in the training,
Praise them for excellence,
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15. Give them instructions,
And warn them of demons.
With these five activities, the buddhas’ heirs
Are like kinsfolk to beings.
16. Having no confusion in their own minds
Concerning defilement and purity,
They give all that is abundant and perfect,
Both mundane and beyond;
17. Never discouraged and unwavering,
They always wish beings’ benefit and happiness.
With these five activities, the buddhas’ heirs
Are like friends to beings.
18. Forever diligent in the task
Of bringing beings to maturity,
They speak of perfect deliverance,
Patiently bear all kinds of ingratitude,
19. Bestow the two kinds of excellence,
And are expert in the means for achieving these.
With these five activities, the buddhas’ heirs
Are like servants for beings.
20. They wish that others may acquire
The acceptance that phenomena are unborn,
They teach all vehicles,
Prepare them for the accomplishment of yoga,
21. Maintain a lovely countenance, and never look for
Reciprocal help or karmic recompense.
With these five activities, the buddhas’ heirs
Are like teachers for beings.
22. Those who are extremely diligent in benefiting beings
Help them complete the accumulations,
Swiftly bring those who have accumulated merit to liberation,
Make them eliminate incompatible factors,
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23. And connect them to all excellence,
Mundane and supramundane.
With these five activities, the buddhas’ heirs
Are like preceptors for beings.
24. Because they are not attached to wealth,
Keep faultless discipline,
Are full of gratitude,
And apply themselves to the practice,
25. Beings who in that way undertake
The six transcendent perfections
Similarly benefit
Bodhisattvas in return.
26. For beings and themselves, bodhisattvas always wish
For increase, decrease,
Maturation, progress on the levels,
And unsurpassable enlightenment.
27. In their absence of fear, their correct intent,
The removal of doubts,
And their use of the instructions on practice,
The buddhas’ heirs are never wasteful.
28. Generosity without expectation,
Discipline with no desire for higher rebirth,
Patience with all in every respect,
Diligence in gathering all good qualities,
29. Likewise, concentration that is not intended for the formless world,
And wisdom possessed of skillful means—
Those who are steadfast in these six perfections
Are applying them authentically.
30. Attachment to pleasure, violations,
Pride, indulging in pleasure,
Savoring, and concepts
Result in diminution for the steadfast.
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31. The antidotes to these,
For bodhisattvas who use them,
Are to be understood as their opposites,
And therefore as favorable, enhancing qualities.
32. Making a show, pretense,
Putting on a serene face,
Likewise applying oneself from time to time,
Remaining calm in body and speech,
And being superbly eloquent—
All these are divorced from accomplishment;
33. They are explained as not being
The authentic practices of the bodhisattvas.
The practices of those who apply themselves to their opposites
Are explained as being authentic.
34. The wise, on all the levels,
Practice generosity and the others
And thereby correct
The six counteragents in beings.
35. Specifying the individual and the time,
The predictions the wise receive are twofold.
There are predictions of enlightenment, of predictions,
And also ones that are described as “great,”
36. Which are for those who have gained acceptance of the unborn,
Who have abandoned pride and effort,
And are of the same nature
As the buddhas and their children.
37. Again, it is in terms of their buddha field, name,
Time, the name of the kalpa,
Their following, and the duration of their doctrine
That predictions are said to be made.
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38. For the wise, at all times,
Abundance, birth, indefatigability,
Perpetual training, unimpaired concentration,
The accomplishment of their deeds,
And spontaneous acceptance
Will certainly be obtained.
39. Making offerings, taking the precepts properly,
Compassion, cultivating virtue,
Likewise, carefulness in lonely places,
And insatiability in study—
These are the definite duties
Of the steadfast on all the levels.
40. To know the defects of desire,
Examine mistakes,
Willingly take on suffering,
Cultivate all forms of good,
41. Avoid savoring bliss,
And be free of concepts
Are the perpetual duties
Of the steadfast on all the levels.
42. The gift of Dharma, pure discipline,
The attainment of acceptance that phenomena are unborn,
Diligence in the Great Vehicle,
Dwelling in the last of the dhyānas, endowed with compassion,
And wisdom—these are the most important aspects
Of the transcendent perfections for the wise.
43. For the steadfast on all levels,
The presentation of the sciences
In specific sections such as the condensed discourses
Is what is called the presentation of the teachings.
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44. The truth is presented on the basis of
Seven aspects of suchness.
Rational application and vehicles
Are presented respectively as being of four and three kinds.
45. Properly keeping things in mind,
The correct view that possesses the result,
Discernment with valid cognition, and the inconceivable
Are to be understood as the four kinds of rational application.
46. Distinguished by their attitude,
Teachings, application,
Accumulations, and accomplishment,
There are held to be three vehicles.
47. Names and objects
Are reciprocally investigated as being adventitious;
The two kinds of designation
Are investigated as being no more than that.
48. Because of nonconceptuality with regard to everything,
There are four kinds of true gnosis.
These enable the steadfast
To accomplish all their goals on all levels.
49. The causes of bondage—
The support, enjoyments, and seeds—
Here bind the mind, mental factors,
And the body, along with the seeds.
50. Conceptual structures placed before the mind
And those that are naturally present—
The wise destroy them all,
Thus attaining supreme enlightenment.
51. With the knowledge that perceives suchness,
The elimination of dualism,
And the direct perception of residual negative tendencies,
The wise are held to bring an end to these.
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52. With the gnosis that perceives suchness
They meditate on the absence of distinct aspects
And directly perceive existence and nonexistence,
This being referred to as “mastery over thought.”
53. For the immature, the true state of things is concealed
And everywhere the untrue state of things appears.
For bodhisattvas, that has been dispelled,
And everywhere the true state of things appears.
54. Know that what does not exist and what exists
Does not appear and does appear.
Such is transformation:
Because they can act as they please, they are free.
55. The vast object, which always appears
To be the same in kind at different moments,
Creates an obstacle.
So, fully recognizing this, they eliminate it.
56. The objects that are to be brought to full maturity, to be purified,
To be attained, that are ready to be brought to maturity,
And that are to be authentically taught
Are the immeasurable objects of the wise.
57. The birth of bodhicitta,
Acceptance of the unborn,
The lesser uncontaminated eye,
And the exhaustion of taints,
58. The long duration of the sacred Dharma,
Detailed knowledge, resolution, and enjoyment—
These are the results of the explanations
Of the wise who are so engaged.
59. The greatness of its reference,
And likewise of its twin accomplishment,
Its gnosis, diligent application,
Its skill in means,
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60. Its great consummation,
And great buddha activities—
It is because it possesses these forms of greatness
That the Great Vehicle is so described.
61. This is summarized as the potential, interest in the teachings,
And likewise arousing bodhicitta,
Practicing the transcendent perfections,
Entering the flawless levels,
62. Bringing beings to maturity,
Purifying the universe,
Realizing the nondwelling nirvāṇa,
Attaining supreme enlightenment, and displaying enlightened
activities.
63. Some bodhisattvas are interested,
Others have pure superior intention,
Conceive attributes, are without attributes,
And practice without deliberate effort—
These five should be understood
As referring to the bodhisattvas on all the levels.
64. One who is unattached to pleasure, pure in the three deeds,
Who overpowers anger, strives for sublime qualities,
Never moves from the practice, and sees profound thatness
Is a bodhisattva who delights in enlightenment.
65. One who wants to help, intends no harm,
Willingly accepts others’ harm,
Is steadfast, careful, and learned
Is a bodhisattva who strives for others’ good.
66. One who knows the defects of keeping things for oneself,
Who is without attachment, and never holds a grudge,
Practices yoga, is expert in the special points, and is without wrong
views
Is a bodhisattva who is perfectly settled inwardly.
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67. One who is full of love, maintains the virtues of a sense of shame,
Who happily accepts suffering, is unattached to personal well-being,
Gives priority to mindfulness, and is a master of perfect equipoise
Is a bodhisattva who is never at odds with the vehicle.
68. One who dispels suffering, never causes pain,
Who accepts suffering, is unafraid of difficulties,
Is liberated from suffering, and has no concepts of misery
Is a bodhisattva who willingly takes on suffering.
69. One who gets no joy in certain ways, delights in natural ways,
Despises other ways, and is diligent in virtue,
Has mastered the teachings, and is not obscured with regard to
phenomena
Is a bodhisattva for whom the Dharma is the most important thing.
70. One who is careful with possessions, careful in discipline,
Careful to remain on guard, careful in virtue,
Careful with bliss, and careful with regard to phenomena
Is a bodhisattva who is careful with regard to the vehicle.
71. One who is ashamed of showing disrespect, ashamed of the slightest
fault,
Ashamed of not being patient, ashamed of failing,
Ashamed of distraction, and ashamed of lower views
Is a bodhisattva who is ashamed of other vehicles.
72. For now and the hereafter, through equanimity,
Application, attainment of mastery,
Appropriate teaching, and the great result,
Bodhisattvas engage in benefiting beings.
73. Bodhisattvas are known by different names:
Hero of Enlightenment, Great Hero,
Wise One, Supremely Brilliant One,
Child of the Buddhas, Foundation of the Victorious Ones,
Victor, Sprout of the Victors;
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74. Powerful One, Most Exalted One,
Pilot, Supremely Famed One,
Compassionate One, One of Great Merit,
Mighty Lord, and likewise, Truthful One.
75. Because of five particularities—their excellent realization of thatness,
Their perfect realization of the great goal, their realization of everything,
Their constant realization, and their realization of means—
They are called bodhisattvas.
76. Because of their subsequent realization of the self,
Realization of subtle views, realization of the various consciousnesses,
And realization of all as being false imagination,
They are called bodhisattvas.
77. Because of their realization of the unrealized,
Realization of the subsequent realization, realization of nonsubstantiality,
Realization of production, and realization of the unknown,
They are called bodhisattvas.
78. Because of their realization that objects do not exist,
Realization of ultimate truth, realization of all objects,
Realization of the totality of objects, and realization of the realized,
realizer, and realization,
They are called bodhisattvas.
79. Because of their realization of the accomplishment,
Realization of the abode, realization of the womb, realization of the
stages,
And realization of bringing about realization and dispelling doubts,
They are called bodhisattvas.
80. For the wise, intelligence is acquired, unacquired,
Or fully present; realized or consequently realized;
Used for teaching or beyond expression; with an “I” or with the “I”
destroyed;
And either immature or fully mature.
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1. Compassionate, soft-spoken,
Steadfast, openhanded,
And able to comment on the profound intention—
These are the marks of the wise.
2. For they are caring, inspire interest,
Are not discouraged, and attract in two ways.
It should thus be understood that there are five signs,
Which are related to their intention and application.
3. Bodhisattvas always
Become lay universal emperors,
And in all those births
They work for beings’ good.
4. On all the levels, the wise
Take ordination by receiving the vows,
By obtaining them naturally,
Or otherwise, by displaying ordination.
5. Those who’ve taken ordination
Have boundless good qualities;
Thus those diligent in the precepts
Are superior to lay bodhisattvas.
6. On each and every level, steadfast bodhisattvas
Wish to bring beings pleasant results in future lives,
They wish to introduce them to virtue in this life,
And they wish that they may attain nirvāṇa.
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These constitute their superior intention for sentient beings,
Which is said to be impure, pure, or utterly pure.
7. On each and every level, the wise
Take care of beings through prayers of aspiration,
By having the attitude of sameness, by becoming sovereigns,
And by attracting a following.
8. The wise are said to take birth
Through the power of their actions,
And also through their prayers,
Concentration, and mastery.
9. The states of abiding and the levels themselves
Are described in terms of characteristics, individuals, training,
Aggregates, accomplishment, signs,
Etymological definitions, and attainment.
10. The sublime realization of emptiness;
The persistence of deeds, which are never wasted;
Rebirth in the world of desire
After dwelling in the intense bliss of concentration;
11. Then, full dedication to saṃsāra
Of the elements conducive to enlightenment;
With defiling factors absent from the mind,
The full maturation of sentient beings;
12. Protection from defilement
When taking birth through specific intention;
The path of the single certainty of the absence of attributes,
Connecting to the path of single progress;
13. Spontaneous accomplishment of the absence of attributes,
And purification of the universe;
Subsequent accomplishment
Of the maturation of sentient beings;
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14. Concentrations and powers of retention;
And perfect purity, enlightenment—
Presented thus, the defining characteristics
Of the levels can be known.
15. The bodhisattvas on these levels are those with perfectly pure view,
Those with extremely pure discipline, those who are settled in
evenness,
Those who are rid of pride with regard to the Dharma, who have no
pride with regard to
Distinctions between mindstreams and between defilement and purity,
16. Those who have acquired the mental capacity for instantaneous
realization,
Those who dwell in equanimity and purify fields, those who are skilled
in ripening beings,
And those who have great powers, have perfected the body,
Are skilled in clear display, and receive empowerment.
17. After truly realizing ultimate reality,
They train here in superior discipline,
Superior mind, and superior wisdom.
The object of wisdom is twofold:
18. The suchness of phenomena, and the processes
That operate from not knowing and knowing that suchness.
These are the objects of wisdom
On which they dwell on the two levels.
19. Training and meditating
Leads to four further results:
Dwelling in the absence of attributes
With deliberate effort is the first result.
20. Doing the same without deliberate effort
And purifying everything as a buddha field
Is the second result.
Then there is the accomplishment of maturing beings,
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21. And the accomplishment of concentrations and powers of retention,
Which constitutes the supreme result.
These four results
Are directly related to the four levels.
22. Having truly realized ultimate reality,
Here, they purify the aggregate of discipline,
After which they purify the aggregates
Of concentration and wisdom.
23. On the other levels
They purify liberation from four obscurations
And the gnosis of liberation
From even the impeding obscurations.
24. All the levels should be understood
As levels of nonaccomplishment and accomplishment.
And those of accomplishment are again held to be
Levels of nonaccomplishment and accomplishment.
25. Their accomplishment is to be understood from
Keeping the system in mind,
From knowing that it is all thought,
And from nonconceptuality with regard to that.
26. Because they can only be known personally,
And because they are the domain of the buddhas,
The training and its accomplishment
On all the levels are inconceivable.
27. They have clear vision and interest,
Are undaunted and never weak-minded,
Are independent of others,
Have understood everything perfectly,
28. Are even-minded toward all,
Are never influenced, have no attachment,
Know the means, and take birth within the retinue—
These are considered the signs on all the levels.
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29. Never lacking determination, bodhisattvas have no attachment, no
hostile feelings, no anger, no laziness,
No intentions that are not loving and compassionate, and they are not
carried away by wrong understanding and concepts.
Their minds are not distracted; they are not carried away by happiness,
nor affected by suffering.
They follow spiritual masters, devote themselves to listening, and are
diligent in making offerings to their teachers.
30. They who know the supreme means share with others
The vast entirety of the merit they have gathered and dedicate it daily
to perfect enlightenment.
Born in excellent places, they constantly practice virtue and revel in
the qualities of preternatural knowledge.
Know that they are treasuries of qualities surpassing all the buddhas’
children.
31. On all the levels, overall,
There are five benefits for the wise,
Related to sustained calm,
To profound insight, and to both.
32. When they see they are approaching enlightenment
And accomplishing beings’ goals,
They will feel the greatest joy.
Because of that, it is called Perfect Joy.
33. Because they are free of the contamination of broken vows and
misplaced efforts,
This level is called Immaculate.
Because they make the great light of Dharma shine,
It is called Luminous.
34. Because they have the hotly burning light,
This Dharma leading to enlightenment,
This level, burning up the two,
Is known as Radiant.
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35. Because they bring sentient beings to maturity
And also guard their own minds,
It is difficult for the wise to train,
So it is called Hard to Conquer.
36. As bodhisattvas rely on transcendent wisdom,
Both saṃsāra and nirvāṇa
Become clearly manifest here,
So this level is called Clearly Manifest.
37. Because it is connected to the sole path to tread,
This level is known as Far Progressed.
Because it is unmoved by the two kinds of apprehension,
It is called Immovable.
38. Because of their excellent intelligence, with perfect knowledge,
That level is Perfect Intellect.
Because the immensity of their sky-like minds is filled
With the two like clouds, it is Cloud of Dharma.
39. Because they constantly and joyfully abide
In the various practices of virtue,
The levels of those bodhisattvas
Are considered to be “states of abiding.”
40. On them, the fears of countless beings are removed;
On them, there’s ever higher progress.
For these reasons, those immeasurable states
Are considered to be levels.
41. Attainment of the levels is fourfold:
By means of interest,
By engagement in activities,
By realization, and by accomplishment.
42. The four activities of the steadfast
Were taught in accordance with a sūtra
In order to inspire beings interested in the Great Vehicle,
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To inspire those interested in lower vehicles,
To inspire those interested in both,
And in order to subdue beings.
43. To you possessed of love for sentient beings,
Who wish them to encounter and be free,
Who wish them to never be deprived,
And who wish for their benefit and happiness, I pay homage.
44. Capable One, definitively released from all obscuration,
Dominant over all worlds,
Your knowledge pervades all that can be known.
To you whose mind is free, I pay homage.
45. To you who destroy every defilement
In all sentient beings,
Who act to overcome defilements
And are imbued with love for those with defilements, I pay homage.
46. Spontaneous, free of attachment,
Without impediment, constantly in meditation—
To you who give answers to all questions,
I pay homage.
47. With regard to what is explained—the support and supported—
And what is used to explain—your words and knowledge—
Your mind is always unimpeded.
To you, excellent teacher, I pay homage.
48. Proceeding and knowing all activities,
You give excellent instructions,
In their languages, on the comings and goings of beings
And their certain deliverance. To you, I pay homage.
49. When beings see you,
They all know you to be a holy being.
To you, the mere sight of whom
Creates faith, I pay homage.
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50. To you who have mastery
In assuming, abiding, and relinquishing,
In manifestation and transformation,
In concentration, and in gnosis, I pay homage.
51. To you who vanquish the demons
That utterly deceive sentient beings with regard to
The means, refuge, purity,
And certain deliverance by the Great Vehicle, I pay homage.
52. To you who, for your own and others’ sake,
Show gnosis and elimination,
Teach certain deliverance and what hinders it,
And will never be crushed by tīrthikas and others, I pay homage.
53. Never on your guard nor forgetful,
You speak boldly in the midst of your disciples;
To you who have eliminated the two defilements
And gather a following, I pay homage.
54. Omniscient One, all the time,
Whenever you move, whenever you stay,
You have no activities in which you are not omniscient.
To you who truly merit that name, I pay homage.
55. In acting for the sake of all beings,
You are never untimely,
So your deeds are always meaningful.
To you who are never forgetful, I pay homage.
56. In all worlds, six times during the night and day,
You look upon each and every being,
Manifesting great compassion.
To you whose intention is to help, I pay homage.
57. To you who surpass
All the listeners and solitary realizers
In your conduct, realization, gnosis,
And activities, I pay homage.
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58. With the three buddha bodies, you have attained
Great enlightenment, in all aspects.
To you who remove the doubts of all beings
On every plane, I pay homage.
59. To you who have no grasping, commit no fault,
Are undisturbed, never stay still,
Never stir, and are free from elaborations
With regard to all phenomena, I pay homage.
60. He has accomplished ultimate truth,
Having been definitively released from all the levels.
He is the highest of all beings
And acts to liberate all sentient beings.
61. Possessing unequaled, inexhaustible qualities,
He appears in worldly realms, and in maṇḍalas,
But is completely invisible
To gods and humans.
62. Nevertheless, through his power,
In accordance with the fortunes of beings
And for as long as the world endures,
The stream of his deeds will never cease.
The poem entitled “Ornament of the Mahāyāna Sūtras” was composed by
Ārya Maitreya. It was translated, corrected, and finalized by the learned
Indian abbot Śākyasiṃha and the great reviser and translator Venerable
Peltsek and others. At a later date the paṇḍita Parahita, the great brahmin
Sajjana, and the monk-translator Loden Sherab explained it with a few corrections and produced a definitive version.
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